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PRATARME

Istorinés glidumos Gkanose miusy krastas
iSnyra kaip beribiy misky, skaidriy upiy ir eZery,
klampiy pelkyny buveiné. Manoma, kad XI-XIII a.
miskai plytéjo 55 proc., o pelkés ir vandens tel-
kiniai — 23 proc. dabartinés Lietuvos teritorijos.
Misky ir pelkiy reik$mé balty genciy, o véliau ir
tauty formavimuisi yra nejkainojama. DidzZiuliai
nejzengiamy misky ir pelkyny plotai apsunkino
priesy skverbimasi ir ilgus Simtmecius saugojo
misy krasta. UZpuolus atéjunams ir siauciant kary
negandoms, pelkynuose buvo galima rasti saugia
priebéga ir maisto. Priesams neZinomos kiilgrindos
vedé per klampynes | miSko salose jrengtas slaptas
gyvenvietes. Nuosaliuose raistuose ir neapzvel-
giamose giriose Zmonés nuo seno rinko uogas,
grybus, Zvejojo, medziojo, gané gyvulius, skobé
dreves bitéms auginti. Tiktai daug véliau, atéja-
ny pasaulézitirai paveikus misy pasaulio ir gamtos
suvokima, pelkés tapo baugia, nykia, nepazinta ar net
nekencdiama vietove ir buvo nusausintos, o didZiosios
girios iskirstos. Liko tiktai menki lopinéliai kadaise
slagsojusiy pelkyny ir oSusiy giriy.

Natdralts miskai, vandenys, nepazeistos pelkeés,
nesukultiirintos pievos yra daugelio rGisiy augaly ir
gyvuny pameégtos buveinés. Didelése giriose ir sunkiai
iZengiamuose pelkynuose vis dar galima surasti viety,
kur klesti Zmogaus veiklos beveik nesudarkytas savitas
laukinés gamtos pasaulis. Dazniausiai tai sunkiai pa-
naudojamos, Zmogui nepatrauklios vietovés — uzpelke-

je ar eZery ir upiy sléniy staciuose $laituose bei griovo-

se augantys miskai, dideli pelkynai. Tokiose vietose
saugiai irStvose jauniklius veda vilkai, nepastebétos
slampinéja lasys, o Simtameciuose medziuose lizdus
krauna ir palikuonis uzaugina ereliai. Islikusiose na-
turaliose buveinése vesi iSskirtinai turtinga ir savita
augmenija, klesti dar nepakankamai istirtas vabzdziy
ir gryby pasaulis. Nuolat kirsdamas medynus, vos
jiems sulaukus brandos, Zmogus neleidzia medziams
nattiraliai susenti, iSdzititi, iSgrititi ir vél i$ naujo
ataugti nauja karta. Per milijonus evoliucijos mety
daugelis augaly, gryby ir gyviiny prisitaiké gyventi
sengirése ir negali pritapti Zmogaus tvarkomuose
miskuose.

Sioje knygoje supaZindinama su islikusiomis
nattiraliomis laukinés gamtos salomis, supamomis
urbanizuoto krastovaizdzio, kur dar gali iSvysti ypac
turtinga pirmapradj gamtos pasaulj. Leidinyje apZvel-
giamos Dzukijoje ir Salimais Lenkijoje, Bebros upés
slényje, kadaise jotvingiy gyventose Zemése, esan-
Cios iSskirtinés saugomos ir ornitologiniu poziariu
vertingos teritorijos. Knygos puslapiuose pabirusio-
se fotografijose — sustabdytos gamtos akimirkos i$
éepkeliq raisto, Dainavos ir Radninky giriy, Zuvinto
ezero apylinkiy, Bebros pelkyny ir kity vietoviy. Si
knyga — tai kvietimas keliauti ir paZinti savo krasta,
kad siekis i$saugoti gamtos vertybes jgyty visiems

suvokiama prasme.



FOREWORD

Back in ancient times, our country was home

to endless forests, clear rivers, lakes, and boggy
marshes. It is estimated that in the 11™-13" centuries,
forests covered 55 percent, and wetlands and water
bodies — 23 percent of the current territory of
Lithuania. The importance of forests and swamps

to the formation of the Baltic tribes, and later
nations, is invaluable. The vast areas of impenetrable
forests and marshes hampered the penetration of
the enemy and protected our country for centuries.
Swamps would provide safe refuge and food during
enemy onslaught. The secret underwater causeways,
kualgrinda, would lead the Balts to their secret
settlements perched on the forest islands. The
endless forests and swamps were places where people
used to pick berries and mushrooms, fish, hunt,
graze cattle, and hollow trees for beehives. Only
much later, when our perception of the world and
nature was affected by newcomers, did the swamps
became a scary, desolate, unfamiliar or even loathed
place. Many of them were drained and the primeval
forests cut. Only a small part of the previously vast

wetlands and woods has remained.

Natural forests, water bodies, undamaged bogs,
uncultivated meadows are the favorite habitats of
many species of plants and animals. In large forests
and impenetrable marshlands, it is still possible

to find places where wildlife is almost undisturbed

by human activity. In most cases, these areas are

(S}

unattractive to humans as they are difficult to
manage — forests that grow on the steep slopes of
lakes and river valleys as well as large wetlands.

In such places, wolves safely have their cubs, the
lynx travel unnoticed, and eagles make nests and
have offspring in trees hundreds of years old. The
flora growing in the surviving natural habitats is
exceptionally rich and special, and insects and
mushrooms thrive. By constantly cutting the trees
as soon as they reach maturity, people prevent
them from naturally ageing, dying, falling and being
reborn in a new generation. During millions of years
of evolution, many plants, mushrooms and animals
have adapted to live in primeval forests and cannot

survive in forests run by people.

This book introduces the surviving natural

islands of a particularly rich primal natural world,
surrounded by urbanized landscapes. The publication
gives an overview of the unique and, in terms of
ornithology, very valuable, preserved sites in Dzukija
and the Biebrza river valley in nearby Poland.

The photographs used in the book were captured

in Cepkeliai Marsh, the forests of Dainava and
Radninkai, the surroundings of Lake iuvintas, the
wetlands by the Biebrza river and other areas. This
book is an invitation to travel and get to know your
country so that the goal of preserving the values of

nature will acquire a meaningful sense for everyone.
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Ta krastovaizdj, kurj dabar matome, — didZiulius
laukus, juose i$sibarsciusius gojus, pasklidusius miskus
ar atskiras placdiai i$sidriekusias girias, — i$ dalies yra
suformaves Zmogus. Vidutinio klimato zonoje, kur mes
gyvename, jprastai turéty visur plytéti vientisa neap-
Zvelgiama giria. Jeigu ne Zmogaus poveikis, medziai
neaugty tik ten, kur telkSo eZerai, teka upés ar Zliugsi
plynrais¢iai ir smarkiai uzZmirkusios vietovés. Neatsi-
tiktinai dar pirmojo tiikstantmecio pabaigoje miskai
uzklojo du trecdalius dabartinés Lietuvos, o XI-XIII a.
girios vis dar plytéjo daugiau nei puséje Salies teritori-
jos. Véliau dirbami laukai, pievos ir ganyklos suskaldé
miskus | atskirus gabalus. Neintensyvus misky nau-
dojimas ¢ia isliko netgi iki XVI amziaus. Balty gen-
tys garbino $ventas girias, $ventus medzius. Tokiose
giriose buvo uZginta ne tik kirsti medzius, medzioti,
bet ir ten lankytis. Taciau po Lietuvos kriksto girios
prarado sakralia reik$me ir jau niekas jy nebesaugojo
nuo sunaikinimo. XX a. viduryje kary ir svetimsaliy
nusiaubtame kraste miskai tesitiravo vos penktadalyje
Salies ploto. Jie isliko mazai apgyvendintose vieto-
se, zemdirbystei netinkamuose plotuose, kur $lapia,
slugso nederlingi smélynai. Todél dabartiné misky
struktdra ir rasiné sudétis neatspindi kadaise oSusiy
giriy vaizdo. Derlingose Zemése ves$éje ir Salyje vyrave
placialapiai miskai buvo iskirsti, o atsivérusios Zemés
panaudotos Zemdirbystei.

Nunai miskai pamazéle atkuriami ir jie driekiasi
jau trecdalyje teritorijos. Senovéje iStisas girias sudare
azuoly, uosiy ir klevy medynai sunyko ir dabar uzima
vos 4 proc. misky ploto. UZtat sivyravo spygliuociai
miskai, jie sudaro daugiau negu puse visy medyny.
Dzikijos smélynuose osia didZiausia Lietuvoje Dai-
navos giria, jos plotas — 145 tikstandiai ha. Si giria

$liejasi prie dar dviejy dideliy miSky masyvy — rytuose

susiduria su 37,5 tikstan¢iy ha ploto Radninky giria,
o vakaruose — su 27,7 tukstan¢iy ha ploto Kapcia-
miescio miskais. Savo ruoztu Kapciamiescio miskai
yra sudétiné dalis dar didesnio misky masyvo, kurj
sudaro ir Augustavo giria, o bendras $iy misky plo-
tas — 160 tikstandiy ha. Visose Siose giriose vyrauja
gilai, kurie auga ant smélio klody, Zyminc¢iy kadaise
slugsojusiy ledyny riba. Miskai paplite ir abipus
Bebros, vien tiktai BiebZos nacionaliniame parke jie
uzima 15,5 tikstanc¢iy ha ploto.

Zmogus, tkininkaudamas miskuose, stengiasi kuo
greiciau ir daugiau iSauginti jam reikiamos medienos.
Dél tos prieZasties tikiniuose miskuose dideliais plo-
tais formuojami vienarasiai ir vienaamziai medynai,
kurie yra gan skurdis biologinés jvairovés pozitriu.
Be to, subrende medZiai iSkertami, nors biologis-
kai jie dar galéty augti deSimtis ar net $imtus mety.
Tiktai uZmirstose kertése ar saugomose teritorijose
dar galima rasti sengiriy lopinéliy, gyvuojanciy nuo
seny senovés. Tokiose vietose susispie¢ia jvairiy
rusiy augalai, grybai ir gyvinai, kadaise karaliave
placiai nusidriekusiose senolése giriose. Svarbis ir
pavieniai perbrende medziai, sausuoliai, kerplésos
bei virtuoliai. Trestan¢iuose medziuose susiformuoja
iStisas samany, vabzdziy ir gryby pasaulis. Biologinei
jvairovei svarbios ir gaisravietés, taciau planingame
misky tkyje gaisrai bemat uZzgesinami, o gaisravietés
i$valomos. Kita problema, nors ir keista, yra miskin-
gy teritorijy visuotino uzaugimo misku Zala. Piety
Lietuvoje grésmingai mazéja gyventojy skaicius, kai-
mai sensta ir tustéja, nyksta tradicinis smulkus tkis.
Savaiminiais medziais bei kriimais apauga apleisti
ariamos Zemeés lopinéliai, palei upes nusitesusios ga-
nyklos bei Sienaujamos pievos, ir miskas tankia siena

stoja prie namy laipty. Galima pastebéti akivaiz-

dzius poky¢ius, kurie vyksta ties Nemuno, Merkio,
Ulos, Griidos, Bebros ir kitomis upémis, kai atviros
ganykly ir Sienaujamy pievy erdvés iSnyksta ten
uzaugusiy medziy lapijoje. Daugelio jsaulyje auganciy
augaly, $viesa mégstanciy vabzdziy, atvirai gyvenan-
¢iy ropliy, pauksciy ar Zinduoliy buveinés nyksta,
kartu nuskurdindamos viso krasto biologine jvairo-
ve. Gamtos vertybiy apsaugos pozitriu misko verté
padidéja, jeigu jis pajvairintas aiksStelémis, retmémis,
natdiraliomis pievomis, pelkutémis, laukymémis ir ki-
tomis atviromis erdvémis. Taip pat iStirta, kad misko
pakrastyje kur kas didesné gyviuny rasiy jvairové ir jy
gausa, tad kuo misko pakrascio linija labiau raizyta,
kuo ilgesné pamiskeé, tuo biologiné jvairové tame
misSke yra vertingesné ir gausesné.

Pastaraisiais Simtmeciais jvyke drastiski krasto-
vaizdzio pakitimai, didZiyjy giriy sunaikinimas ir
Zzmogaus veiklos suintensyvéjimas turéjo pragais-
tingy pasekmiy laukinei gamtai. Nebutyje pradingo
taury, stumbry ir tarpany bandos. Mes galime tik
spélioti, kokia Zala buvo padaryta smulkiajai faunai,
pauksc¢iams, nes placialapiai miskai yra vieni tur-
tingiausiy ornitofaunos pozitriu. Taciau, nepaisant
visy praradimy, daug laukiniy gyviy ir augaly vis dar
[stengia giriose surasti sau saugig vieta. Miske augan-
¢iy medziy rasiné sudétis priklauso nuo dirvozemio
derlingumo ir drégmeés salygy. Atskiry rasiy augalai
ir gyviinai aptinkami jiems bidinguose medynuose.
Silai yra pagrindinés briediy Ziemos ganyklos, todél
Saltmeciui prispaudus ten susirenka jy bandos. Pusy-
nuose liuoksi nuo ledynmecio laiky uzsilike baltieji
kiskiai. Sausuose nederlinguose $iluose tuoktuves
kelia kurtiniai, laukymeése ir atvirose aik$tése burbu-
liuoja tetervinai, juodyjy melety iSkaltuose uoksuose

gyvena lututés, o auksty pusy virStnése apleistose

krankliy guztose jsikuria sketsakaliai. Pusyny retmé-
se lizdus krauna lygutés, dar vadinamos miskiniais
vieversiais, miskiniai kalviukai, o $alimais apsigyvena
nakties slapukai léliai. Eglynuose, jaukiuose Saky
guoliuose, tiso Sernai, tankmése slapstosi lasys,
$mirinéja jerubés, o aukstai Saky pynése lizdus slepia
vis$tvanagiai, suopiai, vapsvaédziai. Pla¢ialapiai mis-
kai pameégti tauriyjy elniy ir stirny, apgyvendinti
mazyjy ereliy réksniy, juodyjy gandry ir smulkiyjy
paukséiy giesmininky. Gyvybés gausa ir jvairove
pasizymi vandens semiami juodalksnynai. Mazai
nuo jy atsilieka kiti lapuo¢iy medynai, ypac jeigu

jie auga upeliy, upiy ar ezZery pakrantése. Pavasarj
Siose vietose negali atsiklausyti jvairiausiy pauksciy

melodingy giesmiy.



The landscape that we see — huge fields, scattered
woods, small copses or widespread forests — has
partly been shaped by people. In the temperate
climate zone where we live, there should normally be
a huge solid woodland as far as the eye can see. If not
for human influence, the trees would not grow only
near the lakes, rivers, marshes and other wet areas.
At the end of the first millennium, forests covered as
much as two thirds of current Lithuania, and still well
over a half of the territory in the 11™-13"™ centuries.
In later times, the forests were interspersed by
cultivated fields, meadows and pastures. However,
forests in Lithuania were not intensively used until
the 16t century. To the ancient Balts, trees and
forests were holy. Not only cutting trees or hunting
were forbidden in the holy woods, but even going
there. However, after the baptism of Lithuania,
forests lost their sacred significance, and nobody
protected them from destruction. In the middle of
the 20™ century, forests constituted just one fifth

of the country that had been ravaged by wars and
strangers. Woods have remained in low-populated
areas, in areas unsuitable for agriculture, either too
wet, or too sandy. Therefore, the current structure of
the forests and the species occupying them does not
reflect the image of the woods back in the old days.
The broadleaf forests that used to dominate in the
fertile lands of our country had been cut down, and

the land that opened was used for agriculture.

The woods are slowly being recreated — now again
they cover about one third of the territory. Oaks, the
ash and maple trees that used to form entire forests
in ancient times, only make up 4 percent of the
forest area today. However, coniferous forests have
become dominant, accounting for more than half

of all forests. Sandy Dziikija is home to the Dainava
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Forest which has an area of 145 thousand hectares
and is the largest in Lithuania. It borders with two
other large woods — with the Radninkai Forest (37.5
thousand ha) in the east, and the Kap¢iamiestis
forests of 27.7 thousand hectares in the west. In
turn, the Kapc¢iamiestis forests are an integral part
of an even larger forest massif, also containing the
Augustow Forest. The total area of these forests is
160 thousand hectares. Most of these forests are
predominantly pinewoods, as they grow on the
sandy areas, marking the boundaries of former
glaciers. Forests have spread to both sides of the
Biebrza River — in Biebrza National Park alone they

cover an area of 15.5 thousand hectares.

People who manage the forests strive to cultivate
as many trees as soon as possible. For this reason,
monoculture forests, which are poor in terms

of biodiversity, tend to prevail in large wooded
areas. In addition, mature trees are cut, although
biologically, they could still grow for tens or even
hundreds of years. Only in remote or preserved
areas, can primeval forests that have survived from
ancient times still be found. Various species of
plants, mushrooms and animals that once ruled the
widespread ancient woodland, thrive in such places.
Individual overmature trees, deadwood, snags and
fallen trees are equally important. They are home
to a whole world of mosses, insects and fungi. Fires
are also important for biodiversity, but in planned
forestry, fires are extinguished right away and their
sites are cleaned. Another problem, although it may
seem strange, is the damage caused by the over-
growth of forest areas in the woods. In southern
Lithuania, the population is declining very rapidly,
the villages are aging and becoming empty and

the traditional small-scale farming is disappearing.

Abandoned arable land, pastures and once-mowed
meadows stretching along the rivers overgrow with
trees and shrubs, and the dense wall of trees reaches
up to the porches of empty houses. It is possible to
notice obvious changes taking place by the Nemunas,
Merkys, Ula, Griida, Bebras and other rivers,

where open pasture and meadow areas disappear
under a foliage of trees. The habitats of many light-
loving plants or insects, reptiles, birds or mammals
disappear, which negatively affects the biodiversity
of the whole country. From the standpoint of the
protection of natural values, the value of the forest
increases if it is interspersed with clearings, natural
meadows, swamps and other open spaces. It has
also been noticed that the variety of animal species
is much larger on the outskirts of the forest, so the
more curved the forest line, the longer the edge

of the forest, the more valuable and copious the

biodiversity.

Drastic changes in the landscape, the destruction of
primeval forests and the intensification of human
activity have had disastrous consequences on wildlife
in recent centuries. Herds of the European bison,
aurochs and tarpans are no longer to be met. We can
only guess the damage that has been done to small
animals and birds, because broad-leaved forests are
one of the richest in terms of ornithofauna. But
despite all these losses, forests are the only place
where the vast majority of wildlife and plants are
able to find refuge. The species composition of trees
depends on the fertility of the soil and moisture
conditions. Individual species of plants and animals
are found in certain types of forest. Pinewoods are
the main pasturelands of the moose. When the
weather gets cold, this is where their herds gather.

The white hare left over from the Ice Age also prefer

pine forests. The dry, infertile forests are where wood
grouses dance their wedding dances, black grouses
gobble in the fields and clearings, boreal owls live in
holes made by black woodpeckers, and on the tops of
the tall pine trees, the Eurasian hobby settle down in
areas abandoned by ravens. Woodlarks and the tree
pipit making nests in the open spaces of pinewoods,
while the secretive nocturnal European nightjar
settles nearby. Wild pigs prefer cozy fir groves, the
lynx are hiding among the branches, the hazel grouse
lurk there too, and high-up the northern goshawk,
the common buzzard and the European honey
buzzard are hiding their nests. Broad-leafed woods
are liked by the red deer and roe deer, inhabited

by the lesser spotted eagle, black storks and small
singing birds. Watery black alder groves are also
characterized by an abundance and diversity of life as
are forests overgrown with deciduous trees, especially
if they grow near streams, rivers or lakes. In spring,
these places ring with melodic songs by an amazing

variety of feathered singers.



Dideliy, seny ir uzmirkusiy giriy gyventojas juodasis gandras
yra atSakus ir Zmogaus vengiantis sparnuotis. Nerima kelia
tustéjantys gandry lizdai ir nuolat maZéjantis $iy pauksciy
skaicius.

The black stork, an inhabitant of the large wet woods tends to
avoid the company of man. Empty stork nests and the steadily
decreasing number of these birds are rather disconcerting.

Vandens semiami miskai yra kupini gyvybés. Ta¢iau Zmonés, siekdami
iSauginti kuo daugiau medienos, tokius miskus i$vagoja melioraciniais
grioviais, nusausina ir taip sudarko vertinga ekosistema.

Flooded woods are full of life. However, in order to grow as much timber as

possible, humans ruin such forests with melioration ditches and drain them thus

disrupting the valuable ecosystem.




Tame paciame lizde juodasis gandras gali kurtis daugelj mety. Kasmet
atnaujinamas ir naujomis $akomis papildomas lizdas ilgainiui iauga i
isptdinga apie dviejy metry plocio ir aukscio statinj.

Sometimes black storks return to the same nest for many years in a row. Every
year, the nest is renewed and supplemented with new branches until it eventually
grows into a spectacular building with a width of two meters.

Juodojo gandro détyje biina 2—5 kiausiniai, taciau tik labai
retais atvejais iSauga visi penki jaunikliai. Dazniausiai
guztoje i$sistiebia trejetas gandriuky, o silpnesnieji neretai
iSmetami i§ lizdo.

The black stork lays 2-5 eggs, but only very seldom all five young
birds survive. Usually, no more than three younglings get to grow
up; the weaker ones are thrown from the nest.



Juodojo gandro gyvenimas yra neatsiejamas nuo vandens.
Uztvindyti juodalksnynai, papelkiai ir tolimos raisty salos,
upeliais jraizyti ir ezeréliais blizgantys miskai yra gandro
gyvenamos valdos.

The life of the black stork is inseparable from water. Flooded alder

woods, swamp outskirts and bog islands, forests with winding
streams and glistening lakes are the stork’s natural habitat.

Juodasis gandras minta paciais jvairiausiais gyvanais, kuriuos tik gali
uzklupti. Daugiausia nu¢iumpa varliy, Zuvy, tadiau jo racione - ir pelénai,
zal¢iai, buozgalviai, tritonai, jvair@is vabzdZziai...

The black stork eats a big variety of animals, including frogs, fish, grass snakes,
voles, tadpoles, tritons, various insects etc.




Mazojo erelio réksnio guiztoje iSauga
vos vienas jauniklis. Maitinamas
pelénais, kurmiais, varlémis, smulkiais
Zvirbliniais pauksciais, ropliais ir kitais
gyvinais, jis lizde uZsibtina beveik du
ménesius.

The lesser spotted eagle usually raises
only one youngling. Fed voles, moles,
frogs, small sparrows, reptiles and other
animals by its parents, it spends about
two months in the nest.



Mazasis erelis réksnys yra létas ir nevikrus medzioklis, todél grobio jis
nesivaiko. Erelis aukos daZzniausiai tyko tinodamas kur nors ant medZio ar
bando j3 susirasti vaik§tinédamas Zeme.

The lesser spotted eagle is a slow and clumsy hunter, so it does not chase its prey.
The eagle normally looks out for prey while perched on a tree or tries to find it when
walking on the ground.

Mazasis erelis réksnys aptinkamas visame kraste, ta¢iau vengia
vientisy pusyny. Pamégtos $io erelio buveinés — brandas ir
derlingi lapuociy medynai, ypac 3zuolynai, eglynai.

The lesser spotted eagle can be found all over the country, but it
avoids solid pine forests. Mature and fertile deciduous forests,
espectally oak woods, as well as spruce groves are the favorite
habitats of this eagle.



Tuoktuviy metu jsiaudrine kurtiniai ne tik bégioja
Zeme, teksi ir $nypscia, bet ir triuk$§mingai Sokinéja |
vir$y. Taip jie vilioja toléliau esancias pateles ir graso
artimiausiems varzovams.

During their courtship period the birds not only run about

and hiss, but also jump up and down noisily. This is done

to catch the attention of females that are farther away and
scare their closest rivals.

Paprastai kurtiniai tuoktuves kelia dideliuose kimininiuose raistuose,
apypelkio miskuose, kur niekas jy netrikdo. Tadiau $iy slaptingy pauksciy
galima aptikti ir senuose sausuose $iluose.

As a rule, the wood grouse hold their weddings in large peat bogs, in forests
surrounding swamps, where nobody disturbs them. However, these secretive
birds can also be found in dry old pinewoods.




Kurtiniy tuoktavietés gyvuoja daugelj mety. Ten pauksciai
atkanka i$ vakaro, o ryte, dar visiskoje tamsoje, pasigirsta
pirmosios giesmés. Jos nuslopsta tik saulei aukstai palypéjus
dangaus skliaute.

The wood grouse tend to hold their courtship rituals at the same

place for many years. The birds come in the evening, and very early

in the morning, when it’s still dark, the first songs can be heard,
which stop only when the sun is well above the horizon.

Kurtinys yra jspidingas misy krasto paukstis, pasiZymintis aristokratisku
apdaru ir povyza. Galingas ir lenktas snapas jam reikalingas tvirtiems ir
$iurk$tiems pusy spygliams skabyti.

The wood grouse is a spectacular bird, with aristocratic plumage and posture.
Its strong curved beak is used for plucking the rough pine needles.




Tuoktuviy metu konkuruojantys patinai gali susigrumti ar$iose kirstynése.
Taciau kurtiniai prieSininka daZniausiai atgraso karinga iSvaizda, pasiaustomis
plunksnomis ir riaugéjima primenanciu garsu.

Competing males may be caught up in fierce battles. However, the wood grouse

usually frighten the opponent with their belligerent look, ruffled up feathers and
sounds that remind of burping.
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Pritykoti ir nu¢iupti suaugusi kurtinj lapei vargu

ar pavykty, bet ant Zemés sudétiems kiausiniams,
besislapstantiems ir dar neskraidantiems jaunikliams §i
plésrané yra didelé grésmé.

It is unlikely for a grown up grouse to be caught by a fox,
but this predator is a major threat to the eggs laid on the
ground as well as for the younglings.



Ziema miskus uzkloja storas sniego paklotas, todél jvairiis
gyvinai telkiasi ties neuz$alusiomis upémis ir upeliais, kur
vandenyje ir neapsnigtose pakrantése galima susirasti maisto.

In winter, the woods are covered in thick snow, so different animals
gather around non-frozen rivers and streams where food can be
found in the water and on the banks.
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Paprastasis suopis i$ Ziemojimo viety parkanka anksti, Ziemai baigiantis,
todél gimtinéje ji neretai uzklumpa Saltmecio negandos. Tad neretai tenka
tasytis su krankliais dél dvésenos kasnelio.

The common buzzard returns from its wintering grounds quite early, at the end
of the winter, and therefore, in its homeland, it is often forced to starve due
to cold weather. So from time to time they have to scuffle with ravens over an

animal carcass.




Pastaraisiais deSimtmeciais jurinis
erelis placiai paplito miisy kraste. Cia
jis aptinkamas ir speiguota Ziema.
éaltmeéiu, kai nepakanka grobio, jiirinis
erelis priverstas maitintis ir maita.

In recent decades, the sea eagle has been
widespread in our country. It is also found
here in winter. When the weather is very
cold, unable to find prey, the sea eagle is
forced to eat dead animal meat.




Jariniai ereliai yra masy $alyje patys
stambiausi plésrieji paukséiai, kurie
neturi nattiraliy priesy. Jie gali medzioti
ne tik vandens pauks¢ius, Zuvis, bet

net ir tokius sparnuocius kaip gandras
ar gerve.

The sea eagle is the biggest predatory bird
in our country that does not have natural
enemies. Besides water birds and fish, the

sea eagle can also hunt such large birds as

storks or cranes.
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Teterviny tuoktuvés prasideda prieausriu ir vyksta brékstant naujai dienai.
Kas ryta tuoktavietéje issirikiavusius ir aistringai burbuliuojanéius tetervinus
lanko kukliai pasirédZziusios tetervos.

The black grouse begin their courtship rituals at dusk. Every morning, rows
of passionately bubbling males of the black grouse are visited by the humbly
looking females.

éiltéjant klimatui, tetervinui sunku i$tverti misy kraste.

Siy $iauriniy krasty gyventojy sparciai mazéja, ju
paplitimo arealas nuolat traukiasi ir $ie puo$niis pauksciai
tampa vis didesne retenybe.

In the warming climate, it is hard for this northern bird to
endure in our country. The black grouse population is rapidly
decreasing, their range of habitats — constantly shrinking,
and this beautiful bird — becoming more and more rare.




Bresta konfliktas — tetervinai bando
vienas kitam jkirsti snapu ar kojomis
pakedenti plunksnas. Ta¢iau trumpi tai
vieno, tai kito paukscio iSpuoliai §j karta
nevirsta rimtomis pestynémis.

The conflict is brewing — the black grouse
are trying to peck or kick each other. But
this time the short attacks do not develop
into a serious fight.




Dar taip neseniai gervé buvo tiktai atokiy pelkyny ir uzliety, sunkiai praeinamy
misky gyventoja. Niinai ji iSplito ir dabar aptinkama daugelyje $lapyniy, net
vidury dirbamy lauky telk$anciose balose.

Until not so long ago, the crane was an inhabitant of remote swamps and flooded,

hard-to-reach forests. Recently, it has spread and is found in many wetlands, even in

the middle of arable fields.

Svirbeliai yra Ziemos pranasai. Vély rudenj jy svirpiantys
pulkeliai atkeliauja i$ $iaurés. Pauks¢iai jninka lesti
gli¢ias amaly uogas, Sermuksniy, kadagiy vaisius,
spanguoles ar uzsilikusius obuolius.

The Bohemian waxwing is the herald of winter. Their flocks
come from the north in late autumn. The birds eat sticky

mistletoe berries, rowan-berries, juniper fruit, cranberries
or apples.



Mazasis sfinksas yra vienas i§ daugelio vabzdziy, kuriy
naktinio gyvenimo mes beveik nepastebime ir nepazjstame.
Tadiau jie labai svarbis kad ir ty paciy tamsoje atkuntanciy
paukséiy gyvavimui.

The small elephant hawk-moth is one of the many insects whose
life we know very little about. However, their significance for the
survival of night-birds is enormous.

Lututé yra spygliuo¢iy misky gyventoja. Sios ar$ios medZiotojos nagy

gniauZtuose gyvastj daZzniausiai praranda pelés ir pelénai, bet jos antpuoliy
gali patirti ir smulkieji miSko paukséiai.

The boreal owl is a coniferous forest inhabitant. Except voles and mice these
fierce hunters can also hunt small forest birds.




Reta atokvépio valandélé vistvanagiy Seimoje, kai visi kartu. Netrukus vanagélis
veél isskris medzioti, nes tai nuolatinis jo rapestis, o patelé pasiliks giiztoje
saugoti ir prizitiréti maZuosius.

A rare moment of respite in a family of the northern goshawk, when all family is
together. Soon the male will fly out hunting again, because finding food is his constant
concern, while the mother will remain in the nest and watch over the little ones.

Ugteléje vistvanagio jaunikliai ilgam paliekami vieni. Jie
kantriai tno lizde ir laukia su grobiu griZtan¢iy tévy. Siems
parskridus, pauksteliai ar$iai grumsis tarpusavyje dél teisés
nuciupti gardesn;j kasni.

The hatchlings of the northern goshawk are left alone for a long
time. They are patiently sitting in the nest and waiting for their
parents to return. When this happens, the little birdies will start
fighting with each other for the right to get a more delicious bite.



Vasara skurdZias saulés iSdeginty kopy paslaites ir nuo sausros net krebzdancius
kerpsilius padabina puos$niis smiltyniniy gvazdiky Ziedynai. Tai retas augalas,
todél tik kur ne kur aptiksi jy balty Ziedy kuokstus.

In the summer, the outskirts of sun-scorched pine forests become covered by sand pink.
This is a rare plant, so you don’t get to see its white flowers often.
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Ilgauodegé zylé yra puo$nus sparnuotis, iSsiskiriantis
ilga uodega ir baltu plunksny apdaru. Si zylé rentia labai
kruopsdiai padarytus, kerpémis ir berzy toselémis iSkaiSytus,

apvalainus lizdus.

The long-tailed bushtit is a gorgeous bird with a distinctive long
tail and white plumage. This bird uses lichen and birch bark to
make very intricate, round nests.



Nejprasta kalnine arnika pamatyti augant lygumoje, nes
tai badingas Vidurio ir Vakary Europos kalnuoty vietoviy
augalas. Masy kraste jis paplites pietrytinéje dalyje, kur
sligso smélynai ir vesi pusynai.

It is unusual to see arnica montana growing in the plains, as this
plant is typical of the mountainous areas of Central and Western
Europe. It grows in the south-eastern part of our country, rich in
large sandy areas and pine forests.

Plac¢ialapé klumpaité yra vienas puo$niausiy misko augaly. Jos sodras ir
dideli Ziedynai aiskiai $vyti miSky unksmése. Dazniau auga grupémis, i$
vieno kelmo gali iSaugti iki keliasde$imt Zydinc¢iy stieby.

A lady’s-slipper orchid is one of the most beautiful forest plants. Its rich and
large flowers clearly stand out in the shades of the woods. They usually grow in

groups where one plant can have up to a few dozen flowering stems.
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Miskiné plikaplaiské yra puoSnus geguzraibinis augalas, miisy
kraste sparciai nykstantis. Pluikaplaiské aptinkama tiktai

pietrytinés $alies dalies smélynuose. Cia yra vakarinis jos
arealo pakrastys.

Neottianthe cucullata is a beautiful orchid plant that is rapidly
becoming extinct in our country. The bluish flower is found only in
the sands of its south-eastern part. Here is the western edge of its
habitat.

Silinis virzis keroja visur, kur smélis ir gausu $viesos —
pusynais apaugusiose kopose, atvirose aik$tése ar plynése.
Taciau $is augalas jsigali ir drégnuose durpynuose,
aukstapelkeése.

The common heather grows wherever there’s sand and lots of light —
from pine-covered dunes to barren fields. However, this plant can
also be found in wet peatlands and raised bogs.

Aukstoji gegtiné tarpsta papelkiuose, drégnuose ar uzZmirkusiuose
juodalksnynuose su egliy priemaisa, kur nuolat vésu ir Seséliuota.

The common spotted orchid prefers dark, cool and shadowy places, such as
damp or flooded black alder woods with fir trees growing here and there.




Svilikas priskiriamas gradlesiams pauks¢iams, nors minta ir vabzdZiais. Galingu
snapu storasnapis traiSko skroblo, klevo, uosio, ievos, liepos, buko vaisiy
branduolius ir jvairiy krimy séklas.

The hawfinch prefers seeds, but sometimes savors insects as well. With its powerful
beak, the bird crushes thick kernels of the common hornbeam, maple, ash, bird cherry,
linden tree, beech and various shrubs.

Cesnaké i$ kity varliy issiskiria puo$niu apdaru ir vertikaliu
akies vyzdziu. Pavojaus i$tikta ji gali paskleisti astry ¢esnaky
kvapa ir bemat jsirausti { misko paklote ar puria Zeme.

The garlic toad stands out from other frogs with its gorgeous
costume and vertical eye pupils. In a dangerous situation, it can
spread the scent of spicy garlic and quickly bury itself in the soft
ground of the forest.



Kukutis paméges sausuose pusynuose
kiurksan¢ius kaimus, kur $alia sodyby
apstu uoksy, inkily ar kity uZunarviy
$vara nepasizymintiems lizdams jrengti,
o darzuose gausu kurkliy prasimaitinti.

The Eurasian hoopoe likes villages
surrounded by dry pine forests, where
there are many tree hollows and nesting-

boxes perfect for their nests, and the
gardens are full of delicious mole crickets.




Daugelis kadaise | Zemynines kopas supustyty smélyny apaugo

misku ir smiléiy $okis nurimo. Gyvos slenkancios kopos isliko
tik tose vietovése, kur dirvos pavir§ius buvos Zmogaus veiklos
suardytas.

Many continental sand dunes have been overgrown by forest. Live
moving dunes have survived only in areas where the surface of the
soil has been damaged by human activity.
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Pastaraisiais deSimtmeciais sunyko Zalvarniy populiacija — kadaise gausus
ir jprastas sparnuotis atsidaré prie iSnykimo ribos. Pietiniame $alies
pakrastyje aptinkamos vos kelios $iy paukséiy poros.

In the last decades, the population of the European roller has declined -

the once common bird is on the brink of extinction. Only a few pairs of these
birds are found on the southern outskirts of the country.




Dirvinis vieversys yra jprastas erdviy lauky ir dirvony sparnuotis. Tadiau jj
galima aptikti jsik@irusj ir $lapiy aukstapelkiy plynése, didesnése kirtavietése,
laukymeése ar skurdziuose smélynuose.

The Eurasian skylark is a bird that prefers fields and wild land. However, it can also be
found in bogs, larger forest clearings, and barren and sandy areas.

Tik i§ pirmo Zvilgsnio gali pasirodyti, kad atviri pustomi
smélynai yra dykros be jokios gyvybés. I§ tiesy tai daugelio
atviras gerai $ildomas vietoves pamégusiy rasiy augaly ir
gyviny buveinés.

Only at first sight, sand dunes seem to be desolate and bereft of
any life. In fact, they are favorite habitats of many plants and
animals who are fond of open and well-heated places.



Gaztoje tupintj slepiamomis spalvomis pasirédziusj lélj sunku
i$skirti i§ aplinkos. Lélys daZniausiai apsigyvena sausuose
$iluose, taciau ji galima aptikti ir nusausintuose durpynuose
ar aukstapelkése.

It is hard to distinguish the nightjar from the environment due to
its camouflage. The bird usually inhabits dry pinewoods, but it can
also be found in drained peat bogs or raised bogs.

Lélys yra sutemy sparnuotis, todél naktj gali iSvysti jo vikry
silueta, i$girsti pratisa kurkima ar sparny pliauskéjima. Pladia
gerkle jis mitriai gaudo pelédgalvius, uodus, kitus vabzdzius ir

gabena jaunikliams.

The nightjar is a night bird, so only when its dark can one see its
silhouette, hear its prolonged song or the sound of its wings. With
its broad mouth, it nimbly hunts owlet moths, mosquitoes, and
other insects and takes them to the young.

Lélys pameéges kerpsilius, kur vyrauja elninés ir miskinés $iurés, auga kiti
skurdziuose dirvoZemiuose isitvirtine augalai. Tokie miskai susiformavo
kadaise pustyty Zemyniniy kopy masyvuose.

The nightjar is fond of pine forests, where reindeer lichen and other plants that
grow well in poor soils, predominate. Such forests have formed on top of what
once used to be continental sand dunes.




Misy kraste sausose smiltpievése
galima aptikti keliy rasiy skérius, tarp
ju ir mélynsparnj tarkslj. Tarksliu jis
pavadintas dél garso, kurj skleidZia
skrisdamas. Siam tarksliui badingi

mélyni sparnai.

Several species of locusts, including the
blue-winged grasshopper, can be found in
dry sandy fields of our country. When it
takes flight, the blue-winged grasshopper
makes a loud crackling sound.




Paprastoji rupizé yra misriy ir lapuo¢iy misky gyventoja.
Didziaja gyvenimo dalj ji praleidZia sausumoje, taciau atéjus
tuoktuviy metui kartu su kitomis gentainémis traukia nersti
i vandens telkinius.

The common toad is a resident of mixed and deciduous forests. It
spends most of its life on the ground, but lays its eggs in water.

Lygiazvynis Zaltys tik i$ pirmo Zvilgsnio atrodo grésmingas ir primena
gyvate. IS tiesy tai visai nepavojingas ir labai retas Dzukijos gyventojas,
aptinkamas sausuose apypelkiy Siluose.

Only at first sight does the smooth snake look dangerous. In fact, it is quite
innocuous and a very rare inhabitant of Dzikija, found in dry pinewoods

surrounding the bogs.
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Usuotis dailidé yra didelis ir jspidingas miisy krasto
vabalas. Tai labai retas seny pusyny gyventojas, kurio
lervos vystosi stuobriuose ar kelmuose ir aptinkamas
tiktai pietinéje Salies dalyje.

The long-horned beetle is large and impressive. It is a
very rare inhabitant of old pine forests, whose larvae
develop in dry tree trunks or stumps and are found only
in the southern part of the country.

Didysis blizgis mégsta Sviesa ir $iluma, todél jis aktyvus
vidurvasarj, kai skraido, poruojasi ir deda kiausinius.
Sio vabalo lervos vystosi po spygliuo¢iy medziy Zieve.

The flat-headed pine borer is a light and heat-loving
beetle, so it’s active in the middle of the summer when
it’s flying, mating and laying eggs. This beetle’s larvae
develops underneath the bark of coniferous trees.

Pusys galéty augti tris ir keturis $imtus mety, bet tokiy pusyny jau niekur
miisy kraste nebesurasi. Ukiniuose migkuose jie iskertami vos tik pasieke
brandos amziy, nesulauke ir §imto mety.

Pine trees could grow for three or four hundred years, but one can no longer
find such old pine forests in our country. Nowadays pines are cut as soon as
they reach maturity, before they have even reached the age of a hundred.




Grybai kartu su bakterijomis ir kai kuriais mikroorganizmais
kelmus, i$virtusius medzius suskaido ir paver¢ia puria,
derlinga dirva. Tad grybai pagausina augalams taip reikalingy
maisto medziagy.

The mushrooms, together with bacteria and some microorganisms

turn tree stumps and dead trees into fertile soil. So mushrooms
increase the nutrients needed for plants.

Sengirés biitinos tiems augalams, grybams ir gyviinams, kurie per milijonus
mety prisitaiké gyventi senolése giriose. Tokio misko lopinéliai jiems yra
paskutiné saugi priebéga.

Old, mature forests, windfallen trees and deadwood are very important for
the survival of many species of insects and mushrooms.




Dziukijoje didziuliuose plotuose plytintys pusynai garséja gryby gausa. Valgomy
gryby baina tiek daug ir jy pasirinkimas toks platus, kad vietiniai gyventojai
nerenka net tokiy i$vaizdziy paprastyjy kelmucdiy.

In Dzakija, there are large areas of pine forests that are famous for the abundance of

mushrooms. The variety of edible mushrooms is so big and their choice is so wide that

local people do not even give such beautiful honey fungus a second look.

Nitiraus eglyno prieblandoje Svyti ,,raguotas* lipniojo
tampriagrybio vaisiakfinis. Baltais rizoidais $is grybas jsiskverbia |
puvanéiy spygliuo¢iy medziy mediena, kelmus ar misko paklote.

In the gloomy shadows of the spruce forest, the yellow stagshorn
is very conspicuous. With its white rhizoids the mushroom
penetrates into the wood of rotting coniferous trees, tree stumps
or the ground litter.

Vésiame ir drégname juodalksnyne ant tisan¢iy medziy stuobriy
kuokstais sudygo lieknos raudonsultés Salmabudés. Neatsargiai
nulauZus tokj grybuka, i$ jo i$tryksta rausvo skys¢io laseliai.

The bleeding fairy helmet grow on the trunks of dry trees sprawled
out in the cool and humid black alder woods. If you break such a
mushroom, it will bleed drops of pink liquid.



Ankstyva rudenj vakaréjancioje girioje nuskamba duslus rujojanciy elniy
baubimas. Siy zvériy kriukséjimas, stenéjimas, baubimas ir dvikovose suremty
ragy kaukséjimas skambés per visg naktj.

On an early autumn evening, one can hear the bellowing of the rutting deer.

The sounds made by these animals, including the sound of the rivals’ antlers crashing
against each other will be heard all night.

Placialapiai miskai tinkamiausi jvairiy rGsiy gyviinams ir
augalams tarpti. Ta¢iau daugelj tokiy trasiy ir derlingy
giriy Zmogus jau seniai iskirto, o Zemes panaudojo
zemdirbystei plétoti.

Broadleaf forests are the best habitat for various species of
animals and plants. However, many such fertile woods have
long been cut down and the land is used for agriculture.



Vargu ar net didZiausia giria verta savo vardo, jeigu jos

$eséliuotoje prieblandoje neSméksteli pilko Zvéries siluetas,

o nakties rimtyje nenuskamba ilgesinga ir pratisa vilko rauda.

Even the biggest of all forests would not deserve its name if in
its shadowy twilight one would not get to see the silhouette of
the wolf and would not hear its howl in the dark of night.

Sunaikinus kadaise giriose klaidZiojusias stumbry ir taury bandas, briedis
pasisavino stambiausio masy krasto Zvéries kartina. Be Zmogaus, tik vilky
gauja gali {stengti sumedzioti §j stamby raguotj.

Ever since the destruction of the once wandering herds of the European bison
and the auroch, the moose has been titled the largest wild animal in our
country. Apart from man, only a pack of wolves is able to hunt this big animal.




Pilkoji meleta nepajégia iSskobti uoksy kietuose ir tvirtuose
spygliuo¢iy medziuose, todél dazniau aptinkama ten, kur
auga daug lapuodiy. Ji pamégusi pelkynuose pabirusias misku
apaugusias salas.

The gray-headed woodpecker cannot make hollows in hard coniferous
trees, therefore it is more commonly found in places where deciduous
trees grow. It loves the overgrown islands of the wetlands.
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DidZiajam apuokui retas kuris kitas sparnuotis gali prilygti stoto didingumu
ir i$vaizdos grésmingu. Tai tikras sutemy valdovas, lemiantis nakti
besislapstanciy savo auky likimus.

No other bird can really match the majestic and threatening appearance of the
Eurasian eagle-owl. This is the true ruler of the dark, which determines the fate
of its victims at night.
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Kadaise musy kraste peréti palioves kilnusis erelis vél vis dazniau ¢ia
aptinkamas. Siy kilniy pauki¢iy populiacija palengva atsikuria, tad laukiame jy
griztandiy | didZiuosius $alies pelkynus.

The golden eagle stopped nesting in Lithuania long ago, but it has again become quite

common here. The population of these noble birds is slowly but steadily increasing,

so we hope they will soon return to the big bogs of our country.

Dalis rety ir baik$¢iy pauksc¢iy negali pritapti Zmogaus
pertvarkomame krastovaizdyje. Draustinés nelankomos ir
nekertamos girios yra ta vieta, kur gali jsikurti Zmogaus
vengiantys pauksdiai.

Some rare and fearful birds cannot adapt to the landscape
redeveloped by man. Forests that are nature reserves and thus
are not visited or managed by man are the only place where
birds who avoid humans can find refuge.




PELKYNY TYRUOSE /
IN THE WILDERNESS OF SWAMPS




Pietinéje Lietuvos dalyje ir Bebros slényje plyti
dideli pelkynai. Jiems priskiriama didZiausia Lietu-
voje 5 858 ha Cepkeliy aukstapelké, didZiausias Saly-
je 6 847 ha Zuvinto pelkinis masyvas ir 25 494 ha
pelkyny Bebros slényje. Siy lapZemiy pagrindu
[steigtos gamtiniu pozitriu unikalios saugomos teri-
torijos: did¥iausias Lietuvoje 11 2277 ha ploto Cepke-
liy valstybinis gamtinis rezervatas, 18 490 ha ploto
Zuvinto biosferos rezervatas, didZiausias Lenkijoje
59 223 ha ploto BiebZos nacionalinis parkas.

I8likusios natiiralios pelkés yra maZiausiai Zmogaus
veiklos paveiktos vietovés. Uzmirkusios, sunkiai jzen-
giamos teritorijos retai lankomos Zmoniy, jos netinka-
mos zemdirbystei, sunkiai pritaikomos misky naudo-
jimui. Neatsitiktinai jos vadinamos laukinés gamtos
oazémis. Pelkés pasizymi didele buveiniy jvairove, kuri
savo ruoztu lemia augaly, gryby ir gyviiny jvairove.
Ivairiy tipy pelkynuose, apypelkyje ir raistuose issi-
barsciusiose misku apaugusiose salose vesi augmenija,
kuri i$siskiria savity ir saugomy rusiy gausa. Pelkés yra
saugi priebéga Zmogaus vengiantiems ir nuo jo besis-
lapstantiems gyvunams. Pelkése ir apypelkio miskuose
saugias vietas slapstytis ir auginti jauniklius suran-
da vilky ir la$iy Seimynos, rujoja ir jauniklius veda
briedZiai, purvo voniose drybso Sernai. Nuosalis
pelkynai yra i$skirtinai svarbiis baik$tiems ir retiems
sparnuociams, kurie nepakencia Zmogaus artumo ir
jo sudarkytos aplinkos. Pelkynai batini gyvatédziy,
kilniyjy ereliy, didZiyjy ereliy réksniy islikimui.
Pelkése vesi sunkiai jZengiami, kirvio nemate miskai,
kuriuose gausu senoliy medziy, trunijan¢iy stuobriy,
sausuoliy, tinkamy gyventi jvairiy rasiy geniams.

Tai labai svarbios buveinés kurtiniams, tetervinams,
gervéms, juodiesiems gandrams, balinéms pelédoms,
kai kuriems tilvikiniams pauks¢iams ir daugeliui kity

sparnuociy.
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Pelkémis jprasta vadinti uzmirkusias vietoves,
kuriose slugso storesnis kaip 30 cm ne iki galo su-
siskaidZiusiy pelkiniy augaly sluoksnis, vadinamas
durpémis. Tai salyginé savoka, nes ir seklesnj durpiy
sluoksnj turincios vietovés bina uzmirkusios, pel-
kétos. Durpés susiformuoja dél nuolatinio drégmés
pertekliaus ir oro stygiaus, nes tokiomis salygomis
apmire augalai negali visiSkai suirti. Durpés persigéru-
sios vandeniu, nes tik 10 proc. jy masés sudaro sausas
substratas, o like 9o proc. yra vanduo. Tad pelkiy
formavimasi lemia drégmés perteklius ir savita pelkéty
vietoviy augmenija, prisitaikiusi augti drégmeéje.
Pelkédara vyksta Zemiausiose reljefo vietose, plotuose,
kur negiliai slagso gruntiniai vandenys ar yra vande-
niui nelaidus podirvis. Tam, kad susiformuoty durpés
ir vietové uzpelkéty, butini augalai. Tokie pelkiniai
augalai vadinami durpojais. Jie priversti augti maisto
stygiaus, nuolatinio vandens pertekliaus ir deguonies
stokos salygomis. Tai labai apsunkina ir sulétina augaly
vystymasi. Augaly augimo salygas pablogina ir pelkése
susiformaves savitas mikroklimatas. Durpés yra blogas
silumos laidininkas, todél pavasarj ilgai issilaiko jSalas
ir augaly vegetacija prasideda véliau. Tas pats veiks-
nys vasarg lemia didelj temperatairy skirtuma durpiy
pavirsiuje ir gelméje. Pelkiy vanduo yra rugstus, daug
kenksmingy cheminiy junginiy, tad augalai priversti
saikingai ji siurbti ir kentéti savita troskulj.

Pagal pelkiniy augaly mitybos salygas ir vietovés
augmenija skiriamos Zemapelkés, aukstapelkés ir
tarpinés pelkés. Zemapelkiy pavirius lygus ar net
nezymiai jlinkes. Jos formuojasi eZery ir upiy sléniuo-
se, Zemumose, kur aukstas gruntinis vanduo, Zliugsi
pavirsinis vanduo, o pati vietové daznai semiama per
pavasarinius ir rudeninius potvynius. Netgi vasara
tokios klampynés yra sunkiai praeinamos. Zemapelké-

se geros salygos tarpti augalams, nes pavirsinis vanduo

gausiai prisotintas iStirpusiy mineraliniy medZiagy.
Zemapelkiy augmenija labai vesli — Zelia juodalksniai,
berZai ir karklai, tankius saZalynus suformuoja nen-
drés, viksvos, asitikliai, puplaiskiai. Pavasarj atviros
zemapelkés pasidabina jspudingy orchidéjy Ziedynais —
gegtiniy, geguzraibiy, skiautaltipiy. Pamazéle kau-
piantis durpéms, pavir$iuje augantys augalai vis labiau
atskiriami nuo mineralinémis medZiagomis prisotinty
pavirsinio vandens klody ir jy mitybos salygos pablo-
géja. Pelké pereina { kita vystymosi stadijg ir virsta tar-
pine pelke. Jai dar badingi kai kurie iSlike Zemapelkiy
augalai, bet vis labiau jsigali aukstapelkiy augmenija —
iStisa paklota suformuoja kiminai, Zelia spanguolés,
litinsargés, Svyliai. Aukstapelké maitinama tiktai
atmosferiniais krituliais ir yra visi$kai priklausoma nuo
iSkrentancio lietaus ar sniego kiekio, nuo tvyranciy
ruky. Aukstapelkéje mitybos salygos yra ypac prastos,
tad ¢ia gali augti tik prie ekstremaliy salygy prisitaike
augalai. Aukstapelkes iStisiniu paklotu uzkloja kiminai,
gausiai Zelia kupstiniai $vyliai, saidros, daug jvairiy
kramoksniy — spanguoliy, vaivory, gailiy, balazo-

liy, virziy, varnauogiy, bareiniy, teksiy. Dideliuose
aukstapelkiy plotuose jsigaléjusios pusys. Jos kraiposi,
raitosi, bet dél prasty augimo salygy i aukstus medzius
taip ir neiSauga. Net per §imta mety perkopusios pusys
gali siekti vos keleta metry. Aukstapelkiy vystymuisi
ypac svarbiis kiminai, nes jie turi unikalig galimybe
susiurbti vandenj ir gali sukaupti 20—30 karty dau-
giau vandens negu patys sausi sveria. Kiminai tarsi
kempinés geba visu ktinu i$ aplinkos siurbti vandenj

ir ji i$laikyti. Sie augalai neturi $akny. Jy apatiné dalis
apmirsta ir ilgainiui virsta durpémis, o virstiné nuolat
stiebiasi aukstyn. Sis 20-30 cm augalas per metus
paauga 2—9 cm. Tarpusavyje susikibe smulkiomis Sake-
lémis, kiminai sudaro vientisg pury ir minksta kilima.

Aukstapelkiy pavir$ius buina iSgaubtas tarsi duonos
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kepalas. Didesnéje pelkéje tokiy savotisky kalvy gali
biiti net keletas. Jos Zymi ankstyvyjy pelkédaros
Zidiniy vietas, nes kuo storesnis durpiy sluoksnis,

tuo anksciau ten pradéjo formuotis pelké. Per metus
susidaro mazdaug 1 mm storio durpiy sluoksnis. Misy
Salyje kai kuriy durpyny storymé siekia iki 10 metry,
tad nesunku paskaiciuoti, kiek tukstantmeciy forma-
vosi tokie durpiy klodai. Augdama aukstapelkeé pleciasi
i $alis, jsigalédama vis naujuose sausumos plotuose.
Aukstapelké dazniausiai btna auksc¢iausia centrinéje
pelkés dalyje, tad vandens perteklius pliista | Zemiau
esancius pakrascius, kur susiformuoja labai klampus

ir vandeningas lagas. DidZiosios pelkés yra sudétin-

gi dariniai, kur galima aptikti visy aprasyty pelkiy
tipy. Mazdaug du tre¢daliai Lietuvos pelkiy susidaré
uzaugant eZerams. Sekliuose vandenyse suvesi gausi
vandens augmenija, todél organinés medziagos greitai
kaupiasi ir paspartina pelkédaros procesa. Ilgainiui
augalai i$tisiniu kilimu uzkloja visa vandens pavirsiy.
Tokius poky¢ius geriausia stebéti Zuvinto ar netoliese
esantiuose Amalvo ir Zalty&io eZeruose. Drégnose vie-
tose susikaupus nesusiskaidZiusioms augaly liekanoms,
taip pat gali uzpelkéti miskai ir pievos.

Vidutinio klimato zona ypac¢ tinkama pelkéms
formuotis. Cia ikrenta nemaZai krituliy, daug apniu-
kusiy, Salty dieny. Dél tokiy salygy iSgaruoja tiktai
60-70 proc. krituliy, o likusi dalis kaupiasi dirvo-
je, pelkése ir ezeruose, nuteka upémis ir upeliais.
Neatsitiktinai 10 proc. dabartinés Lietuvos teritorijos
plytéjo pelkés. Deja, praeitame Simtmetyje atlikti
grobuoniski gamtos pertvarkymo darbai ir daugiau
kaip 70 proc. pelkiy buvo sunaikinta. Maza to, apie
70 proc. iSlikusiy pelkiy hidrologinis rezimas yra
paZeistas dél sausinimo darby. Siuo metu tik 3 proc.
galies teritorijos galima priskirti pelkéms. Apmaudu,

kad sunaikinus dauguma pelkiy vis dar reikia jrodiné-



ti jy svarba ir nauda, kalbéti apie batinybe jas saugoti.
Pelkeés yra didziulés vandens saugyklos. Jose sukaupta
apie 10 proc. gélo vandens Zeméje. Tokios vandens
saugyklos labai svarbios ir aplinkinéms teritorijoms. Jos
lemia aukstesnj gruntinio vandens lygj tose vietovése,
kurios plyti netoli pelkyny. Pelkés reguliuoja vandens
lygio svyravimus, kurie atsiranda per pavasarinius ir
rudeninius potvynius ar gausiai lyjant. Tokiu metu pel-
kés sukaupia didZiulj vandens kieki, o véliau palengva
grazina j aplinka gruntiniais vandenimis, upoksniais
ir upeliais, toli nusidriekianciais ritkais. Taip suma-
Zinamas stichiniy potvyniy pavojus, ilgesniam laikui
sulaikomas gyvybei taip reikalingas vanduo. Pelkés
pagerina vandens chemine sudétj, nes sugeria ir pasi-
savina vandenyje esancias kenksmingas mineralines
ir organines medziagas. Per daugelj tikstanc¢iy mety
pelkése suklostytose durpése sukauptas nejtikétinas
anglies dvideginio kiekis, kuris prilygsta esan¢iam
atmosferoje. Taip pelkés mazina $iltnamio efekta ir
stabilizuoja planetos klimata. Sunku net jsivaizduo-
ti, kokias prazutingas pasekmes gyvybei sukelty Sis
anglies dvideginio kiekis, patekes | atmosfera sunaiki-
nus pelkes. Deja, bet dZinas jau paleistas — pasaulyje
sunaikinta apie 20 proc. pelkiy, o Europoje — daugiau
negu 60 proc. Be to, pelkés yra labai svarbus istorijos
ir gamtos tyrinéjimo $altinis, nes jose uzkonservuotas

tiikstantmetis pasakojimas apie neatmenama senove.
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There are large swamps in the southern part of
Lithuania and in the valley of the Biebrza river.
They include the 5.858 ha Cepkeliai raised bog,
the largest in Lithuania, the largest mire in the
country - the 6.847 ha Zuvintas mire and 25.494
hectares of marshes in the Biebrza river valley. On
the basis of these wetlands, unique areas of nature’s
preservation have been established: the Cepkeliai
State Nature Reserve covering the territory of
11.227 ha is the largest in Lithuania, the Zuvintas
Biosphere Reserve (18.490 ha), and the largest in
Poland, Biebrza National Park (59.223 ha).

The surviving natural bogs have been the least
affected by human activity. These wet, hard-to-
reach areas are rarely visited by people, as they are
not suitable for agriculture, and are difficult to adapt
to forestry. There’s a reason why bogs are called
oases of wildlife. They are characterized by a large
diversity of habitats, which in turn has a positive
effect on the diversity of plants, mushrooms and
animals. The islands scattered in bogs and mires are
overgrown with woods and are home to a variety

of rare and protected plant species. Marshes are a
safe haven for animals that do not like the company
of people. Swamps and forests surrounding them
provide refuge for families of wolves and the lynx.
Here elks grow their young and wild boars splash
in mud baths. Distant marshlands are extremely
important for fearful and rare birds who cannot
stand the presence of people and the environment
distorted by them. Wetlands are essential for the
survival of snakes, the golden eagle, and the greater
spotted eagle. The swamps are full of impenetrable
forests where trees are never cut, so there are old
trees, dried-out trees, and deadwood loved by a
variety of woodpeckers. These are very important

habitats for the wood grouse, the black grouse,
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cranes, the black stork, the short-eared owl, some

sandpipers and many other winged creatures.

Soaked areas where a layer of dead plant material -
peat — is thicker than 30 cm are commonly called
swamps. This is a conditional term, since even areas
with a less deep layer of peat are wet and marshy.
Peat is formed due to constant excess of moisture and
air scarcity, since under these conditions dead plants
cannot disintegrate completely. Peat is soaked with
water because only 10 percent of its mass is made

of dry substrate, while the remaining 9o percent
consists of water. Thus the formation of swamps is
determined by an excess of moisture and the specific
flora of the swampy areas, adapted to growing under
humid conditions. Bogs form in areas with the
lowest terrain, where there is shallow groundwater
or watertight undersoil. For the formation of peat
and bogs, plants are essential. Peat-forming plants
are forced to grow under conditions of constant food
shortage, excess of water and lack of oxygen. This
complicates and slows down the development of
plants whose growth conditions are also aggravated
by the unique microclimate formed in swamps. Peat
is a bad heat conductor, so winters here last longer
and spring vegetation is belated. In summer, this
results in large temperature differences between

the surface of the peat and its depths. Marsh water
is sour; it also contains many harmful chemical
compounds, so the plants are forced to suck it in
small portions and, in a way, never fully quench

their thirst.

According to the nutritional conditions of plants
and the vegetation of the area, mires are divided
into bogs (ombrogenous mires), fens (geogenous
mires) and transition bogs (mineratrophic mires).

The surface of the bog is even or slightly convex.



They are formed in lake and river valleys, in lowlands
with high groundwater, ample surface water, and
during spring and autumn floods the area is often
submerged in water. Even in summer, such mires are
almost impenetrable. Fens provide good conditions
for plant growth because their surface water is full

of melted minerals. Fens have lush vegetation. They
are overgrown with black alder, birch and osier,

and have plenty of densely growing reeds, sedges,
puzzlegrass, and menyanthes. In spring, open fens
are a place where impressive orchids bloom, among
them the dactylorhiza, orchis and the helleborine.

As peat slowly accumulates, surface-growing plants
are increasingly separated from mineral-saturated
surface water, and their nutritional conditions
deteriorate. The mire enters the next stage of
development and turns into a transition bog. Some
plants characteristic of a fen still grow there, but bog
vegetation — peat moss, cranberries, pod grass, and
cottongrass — begins to take over. The raised bog

is characterized by the fact that all its water comes
only from precipitation. The raised bog depends
entirely on the amount of rainfall, snowfall, and fog.
Nutrition conditions are especially poor here, so the
only plants that survive are those adapted to growing
in extreme conditions. The raised bog is covered by
peat moss, cottongrass, beak-rushes, various shrubs -
cranberries, bog bilberries, marsh Labrador tea, bog-
rosemary, heathers, crowberries and cloudberries.

In high bogs, pine trees tend to dominate. However,
due to the poor growing conditions, they grow to

be short and crooked. Even pine trees that are over

a hundred years old may be no taller than just a few
meters. For the development of the bog, peat moss is
especially important. It can accumulate 20-30 times
more water than it weighs. Peat moss is like a sponge:
it can suck in water from the environment with all its

body and retain it inside. These plants have no roots.
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Their lower part dies and gradually turns into peat,
while the top continues to grow. These 20-30 cm tall
plants grow from 2 to 9 cm per year. Interconnected
by small branches the peat moss covers the bog like
a soft and fluffy blanket. The surface of the bog is
convex, like a loaf of bread. Larger mires can have
several such hills. They mark the places of the early
centers of bog formation, because the thicker the
peat layer, the earlier the bog began to form in that
place. The layer of peat grows about 1 mm a year.

In our country, some peatlands are as thick as 10

m, so it is easy to calculate how many millennia it
took for such amounts of peat to form. As the bog
grows, it expands and takes over new areas of land.
The raised bog is usually the highest in the center,
while excess water flows to its lower edges, thus its
sides are swampy and watery. Great swamps are
complex structures where you can find all the above-
described wetland types. Approximately two-thirds
of wetlands in Lithuania originated from overgrown
lakes. Aquatic vegetation soon begins to thrive in the
shallow waters, which is why the organic matter that
accelerates the process of bog formation is rapidly
accumulated. In the long run, the plants cover the
whole surface of the water. These changes are best
observed in Zuvintas Lake or in nearby lakes —
Amalvas and Zaltytis. When dead plant-remains
accumulate in wet areas, even forests and meadows

can also turn into a bog.

The temperate continental climate zone is
particularly suitable for marsh formation. It rains
a lot and there are many cold and misty days. As
a result, only 60-70 percent of rainfall evaporates,
while the rest is accumulated in the soil, swamps
and lakes, or ends up in the rivers and streams.
10 percent of the current territory of Lithuania

used to be covered by wetlands. Unfortunately,

predatory nature transformation work carried out

in the last century resulted in the destruction of
over 70 percent of the marshes. More than that,

the hydrological regime of about 70 percent of the
remaining wetlands is damaged due to drainage.
Currently only 3 percent of the country’s territory
can be classified as marshes. It is regrettable that
after the destruction of most wetlands, we still need
to prove their importance and value and to talk about
the need to preserve them. Swamps are huge water
reservoirs. They accumulate about 10 percent of the
fresh water on the planet. Such water reservoirs are
also very important for the surrounding territories.
There is a higher groundwater level in areas bordering
wetlands. Swamps regulate fluctuations in water
levels during spring and autumn floods or during

big rains. They can accumulate enormous amounts
of water, and then return it to the environment
through groundwater, springs and rivulets, and wide-
ranging fogs. This reduces the risk of flooding, and
the precious water is preserved for longer periods

of time. Mires improve the chemical composition

of the water by absorbing the harmful mineral and
organic substances contained in it. During many
thousands of years, peat bogs have accumulated
incredible amounts of carbon dioxide, similar to the
amount contained in the atmosphere. Therefore the
bogs reduce the greenhouse effect and stabilize the
climate on the planet. It’s hard to even imagine what
disastrous consequences the destruction of peat
bogs could bring about if all this carbon dioxide was
released into the atmosphere. Unfortunately, the
genie is out of the bottle already — about 20 percent
of the world’s wetlands have been destroyed, and in
Europe — more than 60 percent. In addition, mires
are a very important source of history and nature
exploration, as they have preserved history that is

thousands of years old.

85



Pelkés masina neaprépiamais toliais, i§saugota paslaptimi ir pirmapradés
gamtos groziu. Tolumoje dunksancios misko salos ir tviskandios eZery melsvés
vilioja, kviecia aplankyti §j nepaZinta krasta.

Marshlands lure us with their vast spaces, preserved enigma and the primordial

beauty of nature. The distant forests and glistening blue lakes invite us to visit this
unfamiliar land.

Pavasari, kai polaidZio vandenys uzlieja visus apypelkio
pasalius, i seklias balas i$ pla¢ios apylinkés tuoktuviy
susirenka pievinés varlés. Tada ir pasigirsta jy maurojimas
bei kojy $lepséjimas.

In spring, when all corners of the swamp are submerged in melt
waters, the common frog gather from all over the neighborhood for
their courtship rituals. Then their loud croaking can be hea



Pelké — isskirtinis spalvy, kvapy, garsy,
reginiy ir pojuciy pasaulis, kur néra
nereikalingos skubos ir nervingumo,

néra tokiy paciy reiskiniy, kur net saulé
kiekviena ryta pateka vis kitokia.

The bog is a unique world of colors,
scents, sounds, sights and sensations,
where there is no unnecessary urgency
and nervousness, where nothing is ever
the same and even the sun is different
every morning.




Rytuose rausteli Zara ir netrukus vir§ dantytos misko juostos
kysteli jkaites saulés diskas. Jis palengva kopia dangaus
skliautu, ugninémis spalvomis dazydamas medZius ir ritko
sruogas.

The day breaks in the east and soon the yellow disk of the sun
rises over the jagged skyline of the forest. It slowly moves up the
firmament, coloring the trees and the fog in fiery colors.

Gervé neatsiejama nuo pelkiy klampyniy, vandeniu uzliety juodalksnyny,
bet ieSkodama maisto ji daZnai atkeliauja i sausmes. Cia ji skabo Zolyny
aglius, renka uogas ar medzioja jvairius gyvius.

The crane is inseparable from the swamps and flooded black alder groves, but
searching for food, it often comes to drier places. Here it nibbles on grass, picks
berries or hunts different animals.
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Brékstant rytui ramiame seklaus eZerélio
pavirSiuje pliauksteli Zuvelé, dumblinoje
pakrantéje tarp kupsty sukryks¢ia antis,
o vis dar niauriose fikanose nuskamba
bundanc¢iy gerviy sasaukos balsai.

At dawn, a fish disturbs the calm surface
of a shallow lake, a duck quacks on the
muddy shore, and the murky morning fills
with the sounds of waking cranes calling
out to each other.
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Per naktj raiste nejudriai sligsojes riikas tekant saulei subanguoja ir atgyja.
Balsvomis klostémis jis atply$ta nuo kiminy pakloto, vilnija, sklaidosi, verZiasi

i8 pelkyno ir pasislepia apypelkio miske.
The fog that hovered over the bog during the night is ruffled by the rising sun.
It tears off from the peat moss and wafts away into the neighboring woods.
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Baliné peléda - vienintelé musy peléda, kuri nepasirinko
saugiy slaptingy giriy, o apsigyveno pelkiy viksvynuose.
Ji net lizdui neie$ko medziy, o krauna guzta tiesiog ant

Zemés tarp kupsty.

The short-eared owl is our only owl that prefers wetlands to
the safe secretive woods. Rather than on trees, it makes its nest

straight on the ground.



Dirvinis séjikas yra $iauriniy platumy sparnuotis, todél masy kraste veisiasi
tiktai aukstapelkése. Ten jis jsikuria atvirose kimininése plynése ar skurdzZiomis

pusaitémis apaugusiuose retmiskiuose.

The European golden plover is a northern bird, which, in our country, breeds in
the raised bogs. There it settles on open fields covered by peat moss or in open
woodlands.

Kai kurie raisto eZeréliai mena pelkiy formavimosi ausra.
Jie susidaré dar tirpstant ledynams ir i$liko iki masy dieny.
Kiti atsirado véliau, pelkédaros metu pazliugus ir praskydus
durpiy klodams.

Some lakes in the bog have been there since the bog’s very
formation. Formed by melting glaciers, they have survived to this
day. Others formed later in the bog formation process, when the
sediments of peat were diluted.




Aukstapelkés neprilygsta vasarg Zieduose skestan¢ioms ir
drugiais plevenancioms pievoms. Todél raisto gyventoja
akiuotajj melsvj tikriausiai pradziugino net smulkutis saidros
Ziedelis.

The raised bogs are no match for the meadows full of flowers
and butterflies, thus this silver-studded blue must have been
delighted to find a petite flower of the beak-rush.

Dar visai neseniai didysis baltasis garnys buvo retai { misy krasta
uzklystantis egzotinis pietiniy $aliy sparnuotis. Ntnai jis ¢ia jprastas,
gausiai sutinkamas ir kolonijomis perintis paukstis.

Until recently, the great egret was an exotic southern bird, a rare guest in our
country. Recently the species has become quite common; it breeds in colonies.
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Keturtaské skété yra agresyvus grobuonis, medziojantis vabzdzius. Ji
gausi, pladiai paplitusi, aptinkama ir pelkynuose. Sios skétés lervos vystosi
stovin¢iame ar silpnai tekan¢iame vandenyje.

The four-spotted chaser is an aggressive predator that likes to hunt other insects.
It is very common, also in marshes. Its larvae develop in stagnant or slightly

flowing water.

Sketsakalis neretai isikuria krankliy papelkiuose surestuose
ir paliktuose lizduose. Vir$ raisto plyniy, retmiskiy ir
ezeréliy jis gainioja skétes, drugius, kitus vabzdZius ar
zvirblinius paukséius.

The hobby often settles down in nests made and abandoned

by ravens. It likes to chase dragonflies, moths, other insects or

passerines over bogs, woodlands and small lakes.




Gelsvoji geginé dazniausiai tarpsta Slapiose, Saltiniuotose
pievose, Zemapelkése ir tarpinio tipo pelkése. Nuo kity riisiy
gegiiniy ji skiriasi dideliu Ziedynu, kurj sudaro daug gelsvy Ziedy.

The early-marsh orchid is commonly found in wet grasslands, low-
lying and transition bogs. It differs from other species of orchids by
its large inflorescence, consisting of many yellow blossoms.

Juodrys priklauso marguoliy drugiy $eimai ir aptinkamas
aukstapelkése. Tai nevikrus, sunkiai skraidantis drugys. Pavojui
iStikus gali iSskirti dvokiancio skyscio ir atbaidyti prieSininkus.
The moth Rhagades pruni is part of the family Zygaenidae

found in the raised bogs. It is a clumsy butterfly. Faced by
danger, it can emit stinky fluid and scare off the aggressor.
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Pelkinés vingiorykstés puveninguose dirvozemiuose gali Zelti dideliais
sazalynais. Prazydus $iems medingiems augalams, jy Ziedynus gausiai lanko
ir nektara renka bités, drugiai ir kiti vabzdziai.

The meadowsweet can form large colonies. When these plants burst into bloom,
their inflorescences are very popular with bees, butterflies and other insects.




Kupstiniai $vyliai gausiai paplite atvirose kimininése pelkése, pelkiniuose
pusynuose ir berzynuose. Jie gali augti dideliais kupstais. Apmire ir
nesusiskaide $vyliai sudaro didele durpiy klodo dalj.

The hare’s tail cottongrass abounds in open peat bogs, marshy pine and birch
forests. They can grow in large tussocks. Undisintegrated cottongrass forms
a large part of the peat.

105

Pelkinis skiautalipis mégsta Zemapelkes, $lapias ir
uzpelkéjusias pievas. Augdamas jis sudaro didelius ir tankius
sazalynus, tafiau vietovei uzaugus kriimais skiautaltpis
skursta ir nyksta.

The marsh helleborine is fond of bogs and swampy meadows. As
it grows, it tends to form large colonies, but as the area overgrows
with shrubs, the marsh helleborine wilts and dies.

Ilgalapé saulaseré yra biidingas ir puos$nus aukstapelkiy
augalas. Lipniais plaukeliais, kuriais apauge lapai, jis gaudo
smulkius vabzdZius. Plaukeliy vir§anése i$siskyre fermentai
i$tirpina sugautg grobj.

The great sundew is a characteristic and gorgeous plant of the
raised bog. It catches small insects with its sticky tentacles. The
plant secrets enzymes that dissolve the prey.



Trilapis puplaiskis auga klampiose, vandeningose pelkése,
liinuose, uzZelianciy eZery ir upiy pakrantése, uzpelkéjusiose
pievose. Puplai$kis vertinamas kaip vaistinis augalas.

The bogbean grows in flooded swamps, marshes, by overgrowing
lakes and rivers, in waterlogged meadows. The bogbean is
regarded as a medicinal plant.

Pelkinis gailis paplites aukStapelkése. Jis gali augti ir plynése,
taciau vesliausiai Zelia retuose pelkiniuose puSynuose ar
berZzynuose. Gailis yra kvapnus augalas, nes iSskiria daug
eteriniy aliejy.

The marsh Labrador tea is common in raised bogs. It can grow
both in grasslands and in woodlands. It is a sweet-smelling
plant, as it releases many essential oils.
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Skurdziomis pusaitémis, $vyliais ir kiminais apaugusios aukstapelkés
atrodo nei$vaizdzios. Ta¢iau apypelkio miskuose prazydus pelkiniams
gailiams, jos pasidabina baltu ir puo$niu Ziedy nuometu.

Overgrown with pine trees, cottongrass and peat moss the raised bog seems
uninviting. However, blooming marsh Labrador tea adorns the bog with a white
flowery veil.




Sauséjanciose pelkése greitai jsikuria miskas ir uzgozia
pelkinius augalus. Tac¢iau uzklupus lititims ir pakilus vandens
lygiui medziai ilgainiui iSdZiGsta, o jy vietoje vél isivyrauja
kupstiniai Svyliai.

Drying marshes become overgrown by the forest. However, when
heavy rains raise the levels of water, the trees will eventually
dry up, and fluffy cottongrass will take their place.
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Plésrioji medsSarké mégsta kurtis aukstapelkése ar durpynuose.
Tai plésrus sparnuotis, kurio aukomis tampa ne tik jvairas vabzdziai,
ropliai, varliagyviai, bet ir smulkiis pauks¢iai bei Zinduoliai.

The red-backed shrike loves raised bogs and peat bogs. This predatory bird
hunts various insects, reptiles, amphibians, as well as small birds
and mammals.




Geltongalvé kielé yra gan nauja paukséiy rusis, atklydusi { masy krasta i§ Azijos
platybiy. Ji sékmingai jsikairé aukstapelkése, kur tarp $vyliy ir balazuviy krauna
kruopsdiai uzsléptus lizdelius.

The citrine wagtail is a rather new bird species that has arrived in our country
from Asia. In the raised bogs, the birds hide their nests among the cottongrass.

Vasarai baigiantis Saltiniuotose uzauganciy eZery pakrantése,
uzpelkéjusiose paupiy pievose prazysta retai aptinkama
pelkiné uolaskeélé. Tokj smulky augalélj sunku net pastebéti,
ji i8duoda vien Ziedai.

At the end of the summer, by the shores of the overgrowing lakes,
in the swampy riverside meadows the saxifraga bursts into bloom.
It is hard to spot such a tiny plant, only its flowers betray its
presence.

Sausuose papelkiuose ar raistuose kySanciuose smélio
gubriuose galima aptikti pievinj kiipolj. Tai pusiau parazitinis
augalas, kuris jsikabina i kity augaly $aknis ir siurbia jy
maistingas sultis.

The common cow-wheat is found in sand dunes sticking out of the
dry marsh’s outskirts. A semi-parasitic plant clings to the roots of
other plants and sucks their nutritional juices.



GraiZazZiedinis Gsuotis yra vienas i$§ nedaugelio Gsuociy, kurio
lervos vystosi ne medienoje, o skétiniy ir graizaziedZiy augaly
stiebuose. Kaip ir kiti Gsuodiai, jis iSsiskiria jspudingomis
antenomis.

The golden-bloomed grey longhorn beetle is one of the few
longhorn beetles whose larvae develop not inside of a tree, but
inside the stems of plants of the asteraceae family. Like other
longhorn beetles, it has spectacular antennae.

5
Zemapelkés maitinamos turtingais maistiniy medZiagy gruntiniais
vandenimis. Prazydus skiautalGpiams, gegtinéms, geguzraibéms ir
védrynams Zemapelkés tampa nuostabiais gélynais.

Lowlands receive nutrients from groundwater. When the helleborine, orchids,
orchis and buttercups burst into bloom, the marshlands turn into wonderful

flowery meadows.




. | i b | 54k ¢ I 1 |

|

«'? Kk o ™

Daugelyje aukstapelkiy galima aptikti pelkédaros metu susiformavusiy nedideliy
ezeréliy. Dél rugsStaus vandens jie beveik neapZzéle vandens augalais, kupini
skysty durpiy ir dumblo.

In most raised bogs, we can find small lakes that formed along with the bogs.
Due to acidic water, few aquatic plants grow here — the lakes are filled with
liquid peat and silt.

Tikutis yra budingas aukstapelkiy gyventojas, kurio
nerimastinga balsa dar paraistéje iSgirsi. Ta¢iau rudenj ir
pavasarj keliaujancius $iy paukséiy pulkus gali pamatyti
ir prie sekliy vandens telkiniy ar baly.

The wood sandpiper is typical resident of the raised bog, but in
autumn and spring flocks of these migrating birds can be found
near shallow water bodies as well.




Sibirinis vilkdalgis dazniausiai aptinkamas uzliejamuose

papelkiuose, maisto med¥iagy turtingose paupiy pievose. Sis

augalas auga grupémis ir suformuoja puosnius gélynus.

The Siberian iris is most commonly found in flood plains and
grasslands that are rich in nutrients. This plant grows in groups
and forms lush inflorescences.

Kanopiniai Zvérys yra labai svarbais pelkyny gyvavimui, nes éda Zelian¢ius
kriimus, medelius ir taip stabdo atviry ploty uzaugima. Tai padeda
iSsaugoti Sviesias erdves mégstancius augalus ir gyviinus.

Ungulates are very important for the survival of marshlands, because they
eat shrubs and trees and thus stop the overgrowth of open areas. This helps to
preserve light-loving plants and animals.




Rudenj nuosaliose ir klampiose pelkiy
kertése nakvoti susirenka dideli
keliaujanciy gerviy pulkai. Ryte jos
i$skrenda i aplinkinius laukus maitintis,
o vakarop vél sugrijzta | nakvynés vieta.

In autumn, large crowds of migrating
cranes spend the night in more distant

corners of the bog. In the morning, they
fly to the surrounding fields in search of
food and in the evening, they return to
their temporary home.




Perkiino ozelis pelkése apsigyvena klampiuose nendrynuose,

vandens semiamuose viksvynuose. Jis ypa¢ paméges dumblinas
seklumas, kur drégnoje Zeméje gausu jvairiy jsirausiusiy
bestuburiy.

The common snipe settles in reed thicket and flooded sedge
undergrowth. It is particularly fond of muddy shallow waters
rich in tasty invertebrates.
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Uzpelkéjusios seklumos — tikra vandens ir pelkiy paukséiy karalysté.
Ieskodami maisto tokiose vietose susitelkia tilvikiniai pauks¢iai, kirai,
Zuvédros, antys, garniai, gandrai ir kiti sparnuociai.

Bogged up shallow waters are the kingdoms of water and swamp birds. In
search of food, sandpipers, seagulls, terns, ducks, egrets, storks and other birds
tend to concentrate in such places.




Zuvininky Seima jsikiiré vidury pelkés

kapsancioje nedideléje sausméje ant
nudzitivusios pusies vir§inés. Apacioje
iki pat horizonto plyti Zematgiy pusaiciy
paklotas ir tolimos raisto salos.

A family of ospreys has settled on a small
dry island in the middle of the bog, on the
top of a dried-up pine tree. Under their
feet, up to the horizon — pine trees and
distant islands.




Mazasis margasis genys nejstengia sveikuose ir tvirtuose
medZiuose iSskobti sau uokso, todél tam renkasi sausuolius,

sutresusius ar vidinio puvinio pazeistus lapuocius medzius.

The lesser spotted woodpecker cannot make itself a hollow in healthy
and sturdy trees, so it chooses dry or rotten deciduous trees.

Pelkynuose slagso daug nedideliy eZerok$niy, vandeniu uzliety dauby,
bebry suformuoty patvanky ar tiesiog baly. Pelkése uzgime mazi upeliai ir
upoksniai tampa didesniy upiy iStakomis.

In the swamps, there are many small lakes, waterlogged hollows, and beaver
ponds. Rivulets that flow out of the marshes later become the sources
of larger rivers.
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Rudenéjant kaskart pasalvena, ima gelsti pirmieji mediy ir krimy lapai. Zeme
uzkloja vis storesné riiko marskoné, kuri padeda patekanciai saulei padabinti
pelke sidabrinémis voratinkliy gijomis.

As the autumn is approaching, the leaves begin to change color. An ever thicker
layer of fog covers the earth helping the rising sun adorn the swamp with silver
threads of spider webs.

Rasos laseliais ZaiZaruojantys voratinkliai norom nenorom
sukelia nostalgi$kas mintis apie besiartinancias darganas,

i$skrendancius paukscius ir | krasta atslenkanti tamsos
laikotarpj.

Whether one likes it or not, the dew-laden cobwebs evoke thoughts

of the imminent winter, the leaving of birds, and the long dark
period that awaits us.

Diena mazasis apuokas slapstosi tankmeése ir stengiasi
niekam nekristi i akis. Ta¢iau aptiktas, apspistas ir apréktas
akyly smulkiy pauks¢iy kirbinés, jis priverstas palikti saugia
priebéga.

During the day, the long-eared owl is hiding in the forest and
keeping a low profile. But discovered, surrounded and berated by a
flock of small birds, the owl is forced to leave its safe refuge.




Pelkeé briedei yra labai svarbi buveiné. Cia ji veda ir slapsto
jauniklius, o rudenj maitinasi tankiuose karklynuose. Tiktai
artinantis ziemai briedé palieka Slapynes.

The mire is a very important habitat for the moose cow. Here she has
and hides her calves, and nibbles on willow leaves in autumn. Only
when winter approaches and the ice no longer holds her weight, the
moose cow leaves the wetland.

Ankstyvo rudens sutemose gali i$girsti keista stenéjima - rujojanciy
briedZiy tuoktuviy balsa. Gainiodami konkurentus ir sekiodami pateles,
stambiausi patinai klajoja po pelkynus ir uzmirkusius miskus.

In the twilight of the early autumn, one can hear a strange groaning — this
is the sound of rutting moose. The biggest males wander in the marshes and
humid forests chasing their rivals away and pursuing females.




Nendrinés lingés gyvenimas glaudziai susietas su nendrynais.
Tankiuose jy sazalynuose ji krauna lizdus ir augina jauniklius,
Cia ji slepiasi, ilsi, nakvoja ir medzioja.

Reed thickets are very important for the western marsh harrier.
This is where it makes its nest, grows its fledglings, hides, sleeps,

LA

and hunts.
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The impenetrable swamps often become overgrown by reed. Such places
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Vanduo - tai gyvybé. Daugelio augaly ir gyviiny
gyvavimas neatsiejamas nuo upiy, ezery ar tiesiog
baly. Vandens gyvunai prisitaike plaukioti, ieSkoti
maisto, slapstytis ar veistis vandenyje. Tos pacios
aplinkos salygos lémé, kad skirtingy grupiy gyvunai
pasirinko panasy vystymosi kelig. Bebry, adry, anciy,
kiry, zZuvédry ar kity vandens paukséiy, taip pat ir
varliy, ruptiziy letenoms budingi plaukmenys, kad jie
galéty greitai irtis ar nardyti vandenyje. Daug raisiy
gyviiny, tarp jy ir pauksciy, nebiitinai gyvena salia
vandens, bet jiems vandens buveinés yra svarbios
kaip mitybos vietos. Grobio ¢ia iesko juriniai ereliai,
zuvininkai, didieji ereliai réksniai, sakalai keleiviai,
didieji apuokai, atskrenda pasimaitinti baltieji ir juo-
dieji gandrai ar kiti sparnuociai. Kiekvienas vandens
telkinys tik praturtina gamtos jvairove.

Piety Lietuvoje gausu $altiniy ir upeliy, srauniy ir
létasruviy upiy, dideliy ar mazyc¢iy eZeréliy, kur vesi
augaly saZalynai ir klesti vandens gyviinija. Atiteke-
damas i$ Baltarusijos, pietine Lietuvos dalimi link
Kursiy mariy savo vandenis plukdo Nemunas. Tai léta
ir neskubi upé, kurios vagoje tai Sen, tai ten boluoja
smeélio papladimiai ar kiipso salos. Vienos salos dar
naujos, neseniai smélio sanasy suformuotos, o kitos
jau krimais ir auksta Zole suzélusios. Tai mégstamos
upiniy ir mazyjy zuvédry, upiniy kirliky peréjimo
vietos. Kai kuriose salose bando kurtis ir rudagalviai
kirai. Upés pakrantése auganciuose miskuose lizdus
slepia juodieji ir rudieji pesliai, maitinami Nemuno.
Ties Merkine | Nemuna jteka verzlus ir skaidrus
Merkys. Pakeliui i§ abipus kranty dunksanéiy giriy jis
surenka Svarius éaléios, Visinc¢ios, Spenglos, Vareé-
nés, Ulos, Griidos, Skroblaus ir kity upiy bei upeliy
vandenis. Miskais tekanciose upése daug tinkamy

viety jsikurti bebrams ir idroms. Ypa¢ tyru Saltiniuo-
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tu vandeniu pasizymi skaidriavandenis Skroblus.
Giliame jo slényje atsiveria daug Saltasruviy Saltiniy
ir verdeniy. Ramiose upelio sietuvose netrikdomi
tiino pasislépe margieji upétakiai. Ula jsimintina
ispudingais skardZiais ir atodangomis, nes ji tarsi gar-
médama nuo kalny verzliai skrodzia smélio klodus.
Stacdiuose upés Slaituose Zioji tulziy iSraustos urvy
angos jaunikliams auginti. O Gruda léta ir neskubri.
Ji tingiai vingiuoja placiu sléniu, vis atsimu$dama tai
i viena, tai { kita krantg ir plaudama nauja painy savo
kelig. Tiktai Zemupyje ji suSnioks¢ia, suputoja akme-
ny sangriidose ir verzliai jpuola | Merki. Ziema} salia
$iy sraunumy prie ledo propersy gali aptikti Saltme-
¢iui atklydusj vandeninj strazda. Merkys ir daugelis
jo intaky yra pamégtos tauriyjy zuvy, upétakiy ir
kir$liy, gyvenamos vietos. Pie¢iausiu Salies pakrasc¢iu
link Nemuno sruvena Katros upé. Tyli ir rami Katra
klaidZioja nendriy ir karkly sazalynuose, kur jai kelig
vis pastoja bebry uZtvankos. Plac¢iose uzmirkusiose
lankose Caiziai grieZia griezlés, o dangaus skliaute
netyla perkiino ozeliy mekenimas.

I$ Augustavo girios klampyniy atitekanc¢ius van-
denis surenkancios Bebros upés pakranciy pelkynai
ir didziulés pavasario polaidZio uzliejamos pievos
yra unikalus laukinés gamtos tvarinys, nejtikétinu
btdu islikes iki masy dieny. Daugelio tokiy upiy
vagas zmoneés jau seniai iStiesino, o jy placius slénius
nusausino ir pelkynus paverté kulttirinémis pievomis
ar dirbamais laukais. Bebros pakrantés daugelyje
viety irgi apsausintos, taciau dideli plotai uzmirkusiy
viksviniy pievy, senvagiy ir pelkiy liko nepaliesti.
Todél upé gali netrikdoma raitytis ir kraipytis, keisti
vaga, o pavasarj i$tvinti neapzvelgiamuose plotuo-
se. Nesudarkyta gamta atsidékoja vandens pavirsiy

skrodZianciy bebry ir tidry siluetais, ¢aiZiais me-

dvarliy balsais, daugiatukstantiniais Zasy ir gaiduky
sambdiriais, upés pakrantése sustingusiomis grobio
tykan¢iy didZiyjy baltyjy garniy povyzomis, CaiZiais
baltaskruos¢iy zuvédry riksmais ir daugelio kity spar-
nuociy klegesiu.

Atsitraukus ledynmeciui Piety Lietuvoje pasiliko
daug ezery eZeréliy. Vieni i$ jy mazy¢iai, sklidini
skysto dumblo ir beuzaugantys, o kiti dar atviri ir
erdvis, plakantys vilnis | tvirta krantg. Ornitologiniu
poZitiriu pats idomiausias yra Zuvintas. Kadaise ledy-
no pakrastyje susiformaves didziulis eZeras ilgainiui
uzdumbléjo, uzako, ir didelé jo dalis virto pelke.
Vanduo dabar tyvuliuoja tik mazdaug 1000 ha plote.
Seklus ir gausiai vandens augmenija uZauges ezeras
nuo seno tituluojamas paukséiy karalyste. Zuvintas
pasizymi migruojanciy Zasy, anciy, gerviy, varné-
ny sankaupomis. Zuvinte kuriasi didieji baubliai,
plovinés vistelés, juodosios ir baltasparnés Zuvédros,
meélyngurklés, Gisuotosios zylés ir dar daug jvairiy
kity perinéiy paukidiy. Netoliese telk$o Zaltytis — dar
vienas pauksCiy pameégtas eZeras. Kiek toléliau didieji
Stiduvos eZerai — Dusia, Metelys ir Obelija. Atviri
ir platiis $iy ezery vandenys privilioja daug vandens
pauksdiy, ypac per migracija. Rudeninése ezery
vilnyse supasi dideli ausuotojy kragy, laukiy, klykuo-
liy, kuoduotyjy ir kity rasiy andiy buriai. EZery labai
gausu Veisiejy kraste, kur vienas eZeras vis graZesnis
uz kita. Cia Vesiejo ir Niedaus sandiiroje jsikairusi
triuk$minga rudagalviy kiry ir upiniy Zuvédry ko-
lonija patraukia kiekvieno keliautojo démes;. Pieti-
niame Salies pakrastyje eZeréliuose, tvenkiniuose ar
tiesiog balose pasklidusios balinio vézlio ir medvarlés
slaptavietés. Tai iSskirtiniai $iltesniy krasty gyvinai,

niekur kitur Lietuvoje jy néra.
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Water is life. The existence of many plants and
animals is inseparable from rivers, lakes or ponds.
Aquatic animals are adapted to swimming, hunting,
hiding and breeding in the water. The same
environmental conditions have led the animals of
different groups to choose a similar development
path. Beavers, otters, ducks, gulls, terns and other
waterfowl, as well as frogs and toads have webbed
feet allowing them to quickly swim and dive in

the water. Many animals, including birds, not
necessarily living near the water, come here to look
for food. Sea eagles, the osprey, the greater spotted
eagle, the peregrine falcon, horned owls, white and
black storks and other birds come to wet places
looking for pray. Each water body only enriches the

diversity of nature.

Southern Lithuania is rich in springs and streams,
fast and slow rivers, large or small lakes, with
thriving vegetation and aquatic life. The Nemunas
carries its waters all the way from Belarus, across
the southern part of Lithuania, into the Curonian
Lagoon. It is a slow river interspersed with sandy
beaches and islands. Some of the islands are young,
sandy formations, while others are overgrown by
bushes and grass. These are the favorite brooding
places for the common and little tern and the little
ringed plover. Some islands are home to the black-
headed gull. In the forests growing on the banks of
the Nemunas, the black kite and the red kite hide
their nests. Vigorous and clear waters of the Merkys
flow into the Nemunas on the outskirts of Merkiné.
On its way, it collects clean water from the Saléia,
Visinc¢ia, Spengla, Varéné, Ula, Grida and many
other rivers and streams. There are many suitable
places for beavers and otters in the rivers flowing
through our forests. Rich in brooks, the water of the

Skroblus is especially clear. Its deep valley is rich
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in cold springs and streams. In the undisturbed
depthsof the river, the spotted trout hide quietly.
The Ula is famous for its spectacular outcrops — it
pierces through sandy cliffs like a mountaineer.

Its steep slopes have plenty of holes made by the
kingfisher for its young. By contrast, the Grada is
very slow. Lazily, it winds down the wide valley,
gently washing the banks, one by one, slowly
making its way forward. Only at its lower reaches,
it bubbles over the piled-up rocks and throws

itself into the Merkys. In winter, one can meet a
white-throated dipper near the areas of open water
surrounded by ice. The Merkys and many of its
tributaries are the favorite places of precious fish,
such as trout and grayling. Along the southernmost
edge of the country, the river Katra flows towards
the Nemunas. Quiet and calm, it carries its waters
through thickets of reeds and osiers, passing by
numerous beaver dams. In the wide water fields by
the river, one can here the sharp voice of the corn
crake, and the unusual birdsong of the common

snipe can be heard from the sky.

The riverside marshlands of the Biebrza river, which
flows through the swamps of Narva, and the huge
meadowlands flooded by the thaw water in spring,
are a unique natural creation, which has incredibly
survived to this day. People have long straightened
the riverbeds of many of these rivers, drained their
vast valleys and turned the marshes into pastures or
cultivated fields. The riverbanks of the Biebrza have
been dried in many places too, but the vast areas

of sedgy meadows, old riverbeds and wetlands have
remained untouched. Therefore, the river is free to
coil and twist and change its bed when it pleases,
and flood vast areas in spring. Grateful nature

pays back with countless beavers, otters and the

European tree frog, large assemblies of geese and

ruffs, the frozen figures of the great egret looking
for prey at the riverside, and the sharp screams of

the tern and many other winged creatures.

In southern Lithuania, many lakes formed in the
wake of the Ice Age. Some of them are tiny, filled
with liquid silt and almost overgrown, while others
are still big and spacious. The most interesting

lake from the ornithological point of view is Lake
Zuvintas. Once upon a time, it was a huge lake that
had formed at the edge of a glacier, and eventually
became overgrown and a large part turned into a
bog. Now only about 1000 hectares are water. This
shallow lake with its abundant aquatic vegetation
has long been known as the kingdom of birds. Lake
Zuvintas is a favorite stop for migratory geese,
ducks, cranes and starlings. Here you’ll also find the
great bittern, the little crake, the black and white-
winged tern, the bluethroat, the bearded reedling
and a great deal of other brooding birds. Lake
Zaltytis, lying nearby, is also liked by birds. The
great lakes of Stiduva — Dusia, Metelys and Obelija -
are a little farther on. The open and wide waters

of these lakes attract many water birds, especially
during migrations. In autumn, it is common to see
large crowds of the great crested grebe, the mallard,
the common goldeneye, the tufted duck and other
species of ducks among the waves of these lakes.
The Veisiejai area is especially rich in lakes — one
lake more beautiful than the other. Here, at the
junction of Lake Veisiejas and Lake Niedus, the
noisy colonies of the black-headed gull and the
common tern catch the attention of every traveler.
The lakes and ponds located on the southern side
of the country are rich in habitats of the European
pond turtle and the European tree frog. These
animals come from warmer climate zones and are

not met anywhere else in Lithuania.
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Zema vandeninj strazda aptiksi prie srauniy neuz$alan¢iy upoks$niy, dazniausiai
galia révy ar uztvanky. Ten jis nardo ir bégiodamas po vandeniu rankioja

apsiuvas ar kitus bestuburius.

You will meet the white-throated dipper by swift streams, mostly near the shoals
or dams. There, it dives and hunts caddisflies and other invertebrates.

Dzikijoje gausu upiy ir upeliy, kuriuos skaidriu vandeniu
papildo sriivantys Saltiniai. Jy vandens temperatiira beveik
nekinta, todél upeliai bina gaiviis per vasaros kars¢ius, o
Ziema ilgai neuzsala.

Dzitkija is rich in rivers and streams, whose water is supplemented
by an influx of clear springs. The temperature of the spring water
is almost invariable, it stays refreshing during the summer heat
and does not freeze in winter.



Zalioji ruptzé aktyvi naktj, kai i$lenda i$ urvy, i$varty, akmeny kraivy ar kity
priedangy medZioti. Tadiau veisimosi metu ji atkunta diena, keliauja | seklumas

ir ima melancholiskai kurkti.

The European green toad is active at night when it gets out of caves, stone heaps
or other shelters to hunt. However, during breeding season, it is active by day.
Then it travels to the sandbanks and begins its melancholy song.

Ten, kur saulés deginami smélynai driekiasi de$imtis
kilometry, net tokie mazyciai upeliai yra tikra atgaiva. Jy
sléniuose suvesi veslesné augmenija, jsikuria daugelio risiy
gyviiny jvairové.

Where sunburnt sands stretch for tens of kilometers, even such
tiny streams are very refreshing. In their valleys, the flora is more
luxuriant, and the diversity of animal species is higher.



.I ENTE _ . .- : i

Ula tarsi kalny upé, veZli ir jnoringa, skrodZia storo smélio
klodus ir atveria jspiidingo gro¥io atodangas. Siose atodangy
nuogulose gali skaityti tikstanc¢ius mety klostyta krasto istorija.

The Ula is not unlike a mountain river. Swift and ambitious, it
pierces through the thick sandy terraces opening breathtaking

outcrops. In the sediments of these outcrops, one can read the

thousands-of-years-old history of our country.

Ten, kur sraunios $altavandenés upés, kur statts krantai, ten ir tulZys.
Jis mikliai lekioja ties vandens pavir$iumi, tyko Zuvyc¢iy ar aukstuose
smélio $laituose rausia urvus, kur slepia savo lizdus.

The common kingfisher likes to live on the steep banks of swift cold rivers.

The birds flutter close to the water surface on the lookout for the fish or make
holes in the high sandy slopes where they hide their nests.




Daugelis natiiraliy upiy ir upeliy buvo barbariskai sudarkyti
ir kanalizuoti. Natdralios vagos isliko tiktai sausinimui
netinkamose vietose — misky glidumose ar giliose griovose.

Many natural rivers and streams have been barbarically ruined and
turned into canals. Natural riverbeds have survived only in areas not
suitable for drainage — in forest depths or deep ravines.

Bebro jrengtose patvankose susirenka vandens pauks¢iai, telkiasi Zuvys,
varlés, jvairiis vandens bestuburiai, ve$i vandens augalai, o apsemtuose ir
dziastanc¢iuose medynuose jsikuria geniai.

Water birds, fish, frogs, and various water invertebrates love to gather in beaver
ponds. Here water vegetation flourishes and the drying trees provide homes for
woodpeckers.




Nemuno salos pakrantéje prazydo skétinio bézio Ziedynai. I§ smiléiy supiltos
salos labai svarbios maZosioms ir upinéms Zuvédroms. Véliau salos apaugs
kr@imais, medeliais ir praras savo svarba.

On the coast of the Nemunas Island, the flowering rush has burst into bloom.
Sandy islands are very important for terns, but only until they become overgrown
with shrubs and trees.
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Strélialapé papliauska auga nurimusiose sietuvose,
pelkéjanciose upiy ir ezery pakrantése. Vasara prazystantys
puosniis papliauskos Ziedynai vilioja juos apdulkinancius
vabzdZius.

The arrowhead grows in quiet lakes and on swamping shores
of rivers and lakes. In the summer, the flower bursts into
beautiful bloom and attracts pollinating insects.



Klampiuose ir tankiuose nendrynuose savo guzta slepia
didysis baublys. Jj retai pamatysi skraidantj, dar re¢iau iSvysi
vaikstinéjantj, tik duslus balsas i§duos paukstj ten gyvenant.

The great bittern hides its nest among the dense reeds. It is
uncommon to spot it flying, even less common to see it walking and
only its silent song betrays that the bird lives there.
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Létai placiu sléniu kilpomis tekanti Bebra per pavasarinius polaidzius
nesuskumba i$plukdyti vandens pertekliaus ir pladiai i$silieja. Vanduo
apsemia lankas, pievas ir aplinkinius miskus.

The looping Biebrza River slowly carries its waters across the wide valley.
It fails to transport all its excess meltwater and spills over flooding the
surrounding meadows and forests.




I Siaure griztantys gaidukai telkiasi

i didziulius pulkus ir keliauja kartu.
Kelionés metu jie trumpam apsistoja
i$tvinusiy upiy, eZery seklumose,
balose. Ten jie maitinasi, ilsisi, peSasi
ir traukia toliau.

The ruff tends to travel in large flocks.
While returning from their wintering
grounds the birds take a short break by
flooded rivers and lakes. Here they eat,
rest, scuffle a little, and move on.




Gaidukas yra ars$iy pavasariniy turnyry dalyvis. Norédamas i$siskirti i$
kity paukséiy ir puosnumu pranokti konkurentus, patinas per tuoktuves

pasidabina spalvingu apdaru.

The ruff likes fierce spring tournaments. In order to stand out from other birds during
courtship season the male ruffs cover their heads with impressive colorful hats.

Polaidzio vanduo apsemia didelius sausumos plotus. Plac¢iose
lankose atsiranda daug seklumuy ir saleliy, kur { puota
susirenka dideli an¢iy, Zasy, kiry, tikuciy, gaiduky ir kity
sparnuo¢iy bariai.

Meltwater covers large areas of land. Suddenly numerous islets
form in flood plains, where large flocks of ducks, geese, seagulls,
wood sandpipers, ruffs and other birds gather together.




Pauks¢iams patinka pladios ir létai srivancios upés, lékstos jy
pakrantés ir abipus plytincios pievos. Simtmeciais krantuose
klostytos sanasos yra labai derlingos ir turtingos maisto istekliy.

Birds love the wide and slow-flowing rivers, their flat banks and the
meadows beside them. The deposits that have accumulated on their
banks over hundreds of years are very fertile and rich in food.

Upiné zuvédra yra jprastas sparnuotis, aptinkamas prie daugelio vandens
telkiniy. Zuvédros peri kolonijomis ir dazniausiai apsigyvena upiy ar ezery
salose, nuklotose sméliu bei Zvyru.

The common tern is a widespread bird found near many water bodies. The tern
hatches in colonies and mostly settles on islands of rivers or lakes, covered by
sand and gravel.
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5
Zuvininkas Zvejoti skrenda | Zuvingus eZerus ir tvenkinius. I§ auk$tumos
nuzitréjes plaukiandia Zuvi, jis suglaudZia sparnus ir sminga Zemyn. Kartais

paukstis net visas panyra vandenyje.

The osprey likes to fish in lakes and ponds. When it spots its prey, it folds its
wings and darts headfirst toward the water. Sometimes the bird becomes fully
immersed in water.

Sekliuose vandenyse vesi vandens augmenija, todél sparciai
kaupiasi organinés medziagos ir spartéja pelkédaros procesas.
Ilgainiui augalai i$tisiniu kilimu uzkloja visa vandens
pavirsiy.

The aquatic vegetation abounds in shallow waters. As a result,
organic matter accumulates rapidly thus intensifying the
swamping process. In the long run, plants cover the whole surface
of the water like a carpet.



Dusios eZeras vadinamas Dzukijos jira, ir ne veltui. Niaria diena
kitas krantas biina vos jZitirimas. Per migracija eZere apsistoja
dideli an¢iy, Zasy, laukiy, kragy ir kity pauksciy pulkai.

The Dusia Lake is called the Sea of Dziikija for a reason. On a
gloomy day, one can barely see its other shore. During migration,
large flocks of ducks, geese, coots, grebes and other water birds
gather in the lake.
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Ausuotasis kragas yra jprastas daugelio eZery gyventojas, tad daznai i$girsi
jo gargiantj balsa. Kragas labai rapinasi jaunikliais, juos $ildo, nesioja ir net
nardo kartu, paslépes tarp plunksny.

The great crested grebe is a common resident of many lakes, so you will often

hear its raspy voice. The bird takes great care of its little ones: warms them,
carries them and even dives with them, hiding them amony its feathers.




Nendriné vistelé yra tankiy vandens s3zalyny gyventoja, pasizyminti skardziu
balsu. Didelémis ilgapir§témis kojomis ji gali saugiai Slepséti per vandenyje
pladuriuojancius augalus.

The common moorhen has a distinctive sonorous voice and is a common resident

of the thick water vegetation. With its large long-fingered feet, it can safely walk
on the plants floating on the water surface.

Europiné medvarlé Lietuvoje aptinkama tiktai pietiniame
Salies pakrastyje. Si nepaprasta varlé pasiZymi &aiZiu balsu,
pomeégiu karstytis ir slapstytis krimy, Zemesniy medziy
lapijoje.

The European tree frog is found only in the southern outskirts
of Lithuania. This special frog has a hoarse voice; it likes to
climb and hide among the leaves of shrubs and shorter trees.

Sakotasis $iurpis auga sekliuose vandens telkiniuose, eZery ir
upiy pakrantése. Tinkamose vietose jis gali suveseéti dideliais

sazalynais. Sio augalo séklos i¥plukdomos ir i$platinamos

vandeniu.

The simplestem bur-reed grows in shallow water bodies and by the
banks of lakes and rivers. They can form large colonies. The seeds
of this plant are spread across the water.



Balinis vézlys slapstosi dumblinuose tvenkiniuose, bebravietése,
balose ir ezeréliuose. Jis mégsta islipti | pakrante, uZsiropsti ant
kupsty ar Zoliy samplovy ir pasisildyti saulés spinduliuose.

The European pond turtle hides in muddy ponds and lakes. It likes

to climb out of the water, onto grass tussocks and bask in the rays
of the sun.

Nuosaliose giriose dar galima surasti augmenijoje uZsislépusiy eZeréliy,
kurie stebina raibuliuojan¢iomis verdenémis, skaidria gelme, Zavi at$iauria
ir laukine prigimtimi.

In woods there still are little lakes hidden among the vegetation, which amaze
with their shimmery springs, clear water, and wildness.




%
Saukstasnapé antis mégsta maitintis uzlietose pievose, seklumose. Ten ji
pladiu snapu kosia Zoles ir dumbla, rankiodama véziagyvius, moliuskus, kitus
bestuburius ir vabzdziy lervas.

The northern shoveler loves to feed in flooded meadows and sandbanks. There,
it rummages in the grass and silt with its wide beak, looking for crustaceans,
mollusks, insect larvae and other invertebrates.

Nurimo visa dieng o$usi bangy misa, o sunkiis kamuoliniai
debesys pasklido ir sunyko. Girgsédamos i$ lauky nakvynei
parléké Zasys, nuciuozé vandens pavir§iumi, pagageno ir nutilo.

The beating of the waves has died down and the heavy cumulus
clouds have dispersed. The geese returned from the fields, glided
across the water, gaggled a little and went to sleep.



Zuvintas yra merdéjantis ir vis labiau u#Zeliantis eZeras,
ilgainiui virsiantis pelke. Taciau jis labai svarbus vandens
ir pelkiy pauks$éiams, kuriems ¢ia tinkamos vietos peréti,
maitintis ir ilsétis.

Zuvintas is a dying lake, which will eventually turn into a bog.
However, it is very important for water and wetland birds, who like
to brood, eat and rest here.
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Usuotosios zylés tinkséjima nendrynuose gali i$girsti ir vasara, ir Ziema.
Sios zylés dazniausiai klajoja pulkeliais. KlaidZiuose sazalynuose jos
slepiasi, maitinasi ir krauna lizdelius.

The bearded reedling can be heard among the reeds in both summer and
wintertime. These birds often fly in small flocks. They hide, feed and make
their nests in reed thickets.




PIEVY LANKOSE /
IN THE MEADOWS




Kalbédami apie pievas, pirmiausiai jas jsivaizduo-
jame kaip sitiruojancias jvairiaspalviy Ziedy lankas ir
plazdenandiy, ropojanciy vabzdziy kirbines. Taip ir
yra, bet pievos svarbios ir varliagyviams, ropliams, tai
Zolédziy gyviny mitybos vietos ir daugelio pauksciy
pamégtos buveinés. Tarpumiskése, misko aikstelé-
se, pamiskése, laukuose, drégnose lomose ar kalvy
$laituose pievos pabirusios nedideliais lopinéliais.
Didesni jy plotai susiformuoja tiktai uzliejamuose upiy
sléniuose ar sekliy ezery pakrantése. Daugelis pievy
yra paZeistos — jveistos gyvulininkystei pritaikytos
kulttrinés augaly veislés, o nattralios augaly bendrijos
sunaikintos. Natiiralios, nesukultiirintos pievos yra
labai jautri ir greitai paZeidZiama ekosistema. Atviros
erdvés anksciau ar véliau apauga savaiminiais kriimais
ir medeliais. Ilgainiui tokia vietové virsta misku ir ten
isiktirusiai pievy biologinei jvairovei salygos gyvuoti
nebetinka. Sausas pievas galima i$saugoti tik jas nuo-
lat tvarkant ir naudojant. Taciau pievose intensyviai
ganant galvijus, jas per metus keletg karty Sienau-
jant, nuskursta augmenijos jvairové, o kartu ir visa
ten jsiktrusi gyvunija. Efektyviausia natiiraliy pievy
i$saugojimo priemoné yra grynai gamtosaugos tikslais
atliekamas vélyvas pievy $ienavimas: uZaugusi zolé ir
suzéle jauni krimai bei medeliai nu$ienaujami liepos
ménesj, kai daugelio rui$iy augalai jau buna perzydéje
ir iSbarste séklas. Visos sausose buveinése atsiradu-
sios pievos yra suformuotos Zmogaus veiklos — is-
kirtus miska, nusausinus pelkes, apleidus dirbama
Zeme. Miisy salygomis pievos nattraliai susidaryti
gali tik vandeniu uzliejamose vietose, kur dél vandens
pertekliaus negali uzaugti miskas. Daugiausia jy pava-
sario polaidZiy semiamose upiy deltose ar sléniuose.
Pagristai gali kilti klausimas, kaip pievos susidarydavo
anksdiau, kai Zmogaus poveikis gamtai dar buvo mazai

juntamas, kur ganydavosi ntinai jau iSnykusiy zolédziy
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bandos. Tuo metu pievos formuodavosi dél nuolat
pasikartojanciy stichiniy reiskiniy — gaisry, potvyniy,
uragany, kuriy metu btidavo iSguldomi dideli misky
plotai. Natdralias pievy bendrijas padédavo iSsaugoti
tais laikais ypac¢ gausiai gyvene kanopiniai Zvérys:
taurai, stumbrai, tarpanai, briedZiai, elniai, stirnos.
Jie nugrauzdavo Zelianc¢ius kriimus, jaunus medelius
ir neleisdavo jsigaléti miskui.

Piety Lietuvoje didelius plotus uzkloje smélynai,
o Dainavos girioje jie supustyti { ypac iSraiskingas
Zemynines kopas. Tokiy pat smélyny rasime ir prie
Bebros. Tokiose vietovése véjo ir vandens eroduoja-
muose smélynuose, senose gyvuliy varyklose, degim-
vietése, kerpsiliuose esanciose kirtavietése, intensy-
viai naudojamose stovyklavietése ar kitose paZeistose
vietose galima aptikti susiformavusiy smiltpieviy.
Tokiose pievutése boluoja atviro smélio plotai ir
auga skurdus augalai, prisitaike prie vandens sty-
giaus. Sausas paupiy ganyklas ir pamiskiy smiltpie-
ves ypac¢ mégsta laukinés bités ir kamanés. Tokias
plikes renkasi ir dirvoniniai kalviukai. Gaisravietése,
buvusiy kariniy poligony vietose, pusyny kirtavie-
tése, retmése ar aikstelése, sausuose ir rugsc¢iuose
smélynuose jsigali tankas virzynai. Siliniai virziai
¢ia auga su smiltyniniais Sepetukais, miltyninémis
meskauogémis, vaistinémis baltasaknémis, brukneé-
mis ir kitais vandeniui nereikliais augalais. Tokias
buveines mégsta ne tik bitiniai pléviasparniai, bet ir
vikrieji drieZai, gluodenai. Siose buveinése gali aptik-
ti ir slaptingaji lygiazvyni zalt{. Tai mégstamiausios
teterviny pavasariniy turnyry vietos. Zemyninése
kopose, upiy Slaituose, nederlingose augimvietése ap-
tinkamos karbonatiniy smélyny pievos su paprasto-
siomis gvaizdémis, Siliniais gvazdikais, smiltyniniais
$lamucdiais. DaZniausia Sios vietovés yra atokaitose ir

diena smarkiai deginamos saulés. Sausuose, atviruose

ir $iltuose kalvy Slaituose, pamiskése, upiy terasose
plyti stepinés pievos. Tokioms pievoms biidingi kar-
bonatiniai dirvoZemiai. Jos i$siskiria jvairiy rasiy au-
galy, ypa¢ geguZraibiy, gausa. Sioms pievoms priski-
riamos tokios orchidinés retenybés kaip Salmuotoji ir
smulkiaziedé geguzraibés. Stepinése pievose gausias
bendrijas suformuoja lieknosios plukés, paprastieji
raudonéliai, auga borboso gvazdikai, raudonziedZziai
snapuciai, pievinés Silagélés ir daugelis kity. Be auga-
ly, stepinés pievos pasizymi didele vabzdziy jvairove.
Upiy sléniuose, ezery pakrantése, derlingose
lomose formuojasi kitokio pobiidZio pievos. Mais-
to medziagy, ypac azoto, turtinguose drégnuose
paupiuose ir pamiskése telkiasi aukstieji Zolynai,
kuriems budingi paprastyjy gar$vy, kanapiniy keme-
ry, paprastyjy raudokliy, gelsvalapiy usniy, upiniy
ziliy sazalynai. Upiy sléniuose formuojasi uzliejamos
pievos. Tokios pievos ties Bebra driekiasi tiikstancius
hektary. Per potvynius $iose pievose nuséda daug
maistiniy medziagy, ypac azotiniy, todél jos yra labai
produktyvios. Gali susiformuoti tankiis pelkiniy vin-
gioryks¢iy ir paprastuyjy $ilingiy, siauralapiy lendra-
ny sazalynai, gausiai Zelia lieknosios ir Seriuotosios
viksvos. Tokias vandens semiamas pievas pamégusios
visame pasaulyje nykstancios meldinés nendrinukés,
o sausesnése vietose kuriasi irgi nykstancios grie-
Zlés. Upiy terasose, jy Slaituose, paezerése, daubose
galima aptikti vidutinio drégnumo pievy su papras-
tyjy gyvatzoliy, pieviniy katiléliy, pieviniy snapuciy,
Silkazied#iy gaisreny Zolynais. Sios pievos pasizymi
didele augaly rasiy jvairove. Tai griezliy ir putpeliy
pameégtos buveinés. Derlingy ir drégny lapuodiy
misky pakraséiuose nedideliais ploteliais pasklidu-
sios miSkapievés. Jos susidaré Sienaujant pamiskes,
misko aiksteles. Joms budingi uzpelkéjanciy pievy,

Zemapelkiy ir pamiskiy ar lapuociy misky augalai,
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tarp jy pelkinés usnys, aukstosios gegiinés, vaistinés
notros, paprastosios juodgalvés.

Pievy pobiidis priklauso nuo daugelio jvairiausiy
veiksniy — dirvos derlingumo ir jos savybiy, drégmeés
rezimo, ap$vietimo, ploto, vietos, Zmogaus tkinin-
kavimo salygy ir dar daugelio kity. Siame leidinyje
paminétos tiktai tos pievos, kurios biidingesneés ir
vertingesnés biologinés jvairovés iSsaugojimo pra-
sme. Siluose islikusios pievos labai svarbios pietinio
paplitimo augaly ir vabzdZziy risiy iSsaugojimui. Deja,
mazéjant gyventojy skaiciui ir nykstant smulkia-
jam tkiui tokiy buveiniy lieka vis maziau. Didesni
nattiraliy pievy plotai iSsaugoti tiktai uzliejamuose
Katros ir Bebros sléniuose bei Zuvinto pakra$éiuose.
Sios vietovés neuzauga kriimais ir medziais tik dél
nuolatinio tokiy pievy $ienavimo, vykdomo gamto-

sauginiais tikslais.



We tend to imagine meadows as swelling fields full
of flowers of all colors and shapes and crowds of
crawling, flying or fluttering insects. Besides being
all this, meadows are also important habitats for
ampbhibians, reptiles, a preferred feeding place for
many herbivorous animals, and a home for many
birds. Larger and smaller meadows grow in glades,
at forest outskirts, in fields, wet hollows or on slopes
of hills. The larger ones form only in flood plains

or on the shores of shallow lakes. Many meadows
have been damaged by the invasion of plant cultures
especially adapted for livestock, and the destruction
of natural plant communities. Natural, uncultivated
meadows are very sensitive and vulnerable
ecosystems. Sooner or later, the open spaces become
overgrown with bushes and trees. In the end, they
turn into a forest and become unsuitable for the
meadow’s biodiversity. Dry meadows can be saved
only if they are continuously tended and used.
However, if they are intensively used for cattle
grazing and mowed several times a year, the variety
of flora and fauna grows very poor. Most effectively
meadows can be preserved if they are mowed late

in the summer purely for conservation purposes.
The grass and young shrubs and trees are cut in July
when many species of plants are already overgrown
and spreading seeds. The meadows in dry habitats
are formed by human activity — the felling of the
forest, drainage of the bogs, and the abandonment
of the cultivated land. In Lithuania, meadows can
only naturally form in places where they are flooded
by water, where it is too wet for forests to grow.
Most of them are in the river deltas and valleys
flooded by thaw water in spring. You may ask how
grasslands formed before, when the human impact
on nature was still felt very little, where herds of
now extinct herbivores were grazing. At that time,

meadows formed due to the regularly recurring
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natural phenomena - fires, floods, hurricanes, that
would destroy large forest areas. Ungulate animals,
such as aurochs, tarpans, elks, deer, and roes, helped
preserve natural meadow habitats. They would gnaw
on shrubs and young trees and prevented the forest

from taking over.

In southern Lithuania, large areas are covered by
sand, while in the Dainava forest there are many
continental sand dunes. We can find similar sands
by the Biebrza river. In sandy areas eroded by winds
and water, former pastures, fire sites, pine forests,
intensively used campsites and other vulnerable
places, we can find sand grasslands with open sandy
areas, and plants adapted to growing in territories
where water is sparse. Dry pastures stretching

along the rivers and the grasslands at the outskirts
of the forests are especially liked by wild bees and
bumblebees. The tawny pipit is also very fond of
such barren fields. Heathers take over former sites
of forest fires and military testing areas, clearings in
woods, dry and acidic sands. Here they grow along
gray hair-grass, bearberries, scented Solomon’s seal,
lingonberries and other plants that prefer a dry
environment. In these habitats one can also run into
the secretive, smooth snake. This is where the black
grouse hold their spring tournaments. The thrift,
maiden pink, and immortelle feel good in carbon
sand fields found in continental dunes and on river
slopes as well as in other infertile areas, usually
located in the very heat of the sun. Steppe meadows
are found on dry, open and warm hill slopes, in
forest outskirts, and on river terraces. Such meadows
are characterized by carbon-rich soils. They are
distinguished by the abundance of various species of
plants, especially the orchis, including such rarities
as the military orchid and the burnt-tip orchid. In
steppe meadows there are large communities of

snowdrop anemones, oregano, dianthus, bloody

geraniums, small pasque flowers and many others. In
addition to plants, steppe meadows are characterized

by a great variety of insects.

Different kinds of meadows are formed in riverside
valleys, by the lakes, and in fertile hollows. Areas
by the woods and rivers that are rich in nutrients,
in particular nitrogen, are appealing to the ground
elder, hemp-agrimony, purple loosestrife, cabbage
thistle and broad-leaved ragwort. Floodplains form
in river valleys. By the Biebrza river, they stretch for
thousands of hectares. During floods, the meadows
become enriched by nutrients, especially nitrogen,
and are very fertile, so they tend to be densely
overgrown by such plants as the meadowsweet, the
garden loosestrife, reed grass, the acute sedge and
fibrous tussock-sedge. Such flood plains are favored
by the aquatic warbler, while the corncrake, another
globally endangered species, prefers drier places. In
the riverside terraces, on their slopes, by the lakes,
in hollows, there are medium-humidity meadows
with such plant species as the European bistort, the
spreading bellflower, meadow geranium, and the
Ragged-Robin. These meadows are characterized
by a great variety of plant species. They are favorite
habitats of the corncrake and the quail. On the
edges of fertile and humid deciduous forests, small
forest meadows are scattered here and there. They
were created by mowing the fields at the outskirts
of the forest and in woods. They are characterized
by vegetation typical of water-meadows, low-lying
marshes or deciduous forests, including the cirsium,
common spotted orchid, purple betony and common
self-heal.

The nature of meadows depends on many different
factors — soil fertility and its characteristics, moisture

regime, lighting, size, locality, agriculture, etc.
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This publication only mentions meadows that are
more specific and valuable in terms of biodiversity
preservation. The surviving pine forest meadows are
very important for the distribution and preservation
of plant and insect species characteristic to southern
Lithuania. Unfortunately, due to the decrease in
population and the decline of small-scale farming,
the number of such habitats is also shrinking. The
larger natural meadow areas are preserved only in
the riverside valleys of the Katra and Biebrza, as
well as at the edges of Lake Zuvintas. These areas do
not become overgrown with shrubs and trees only
thanks to continuous mowing carried out pursuing

environmental objectives.



Miskingose vietovése ypa¢ svarbios laukymeés, aikstelés,
natairalios pievos, kur tinkamos salygos gyvuoti atviras
buveines pamégusiems augalams, vabzdziams, pauks¢iams
ir kitiems gyviinams.

Clearings and natural meadows are particularly important parts
of the forest, as they provide suitable conditions for plants, insects,
birds and other animals that like open habitats.

Griezlé yra visuotinai nykstantis paukstis. Laimé, masy kraste ji yra gausiai
paplitusi ir aptinkama tiek nattraliose, tiek ir kultarinése pievose. Griezlé
vengia kriimais ir medZiais uZaugandiy viety.

The corn crake is a globally endangered bird. Fortunately, in Lithuania the bird

is common and can be found both in natural and arable fields. The corn crake

avotds places that tend to overgrow with shrubs and trees.
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Natural meadows are the habitats of many

is one of them. It grows mostly in small

augaly buveinés. Vienas i$ jy — mélynasis
rare plant species. The Jacob’s ladder

nedidelémis grupémis drégnuose ir

palemonas, augantis dazniausiai
durpinguose dirvoZemiuose.

groups in wet and peaty soils.
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UZmirkusioje paeZerés ar paupio pievoje apsigyvenus griciukui, dangaus
skliaute akj trauks strimgalviski $iy paukséiy tuoktuviy skrydziai, o aplinkui
skardés netylanti giesmé ,,griciau, griciau...”

When the black-tailed godwit settles down in meadows bordering a lake or a river,
the eye will catch its impressive courtship flights and the ear — its loud screams.

Natdralios pievos yra pazeidziamos, nestabilios buveinés.
Intensyviai naudojamose pievose bemat sumenksta augmenijos
risiy jvairové, o nenaudojami plotai apauga kriimais ir medziais.

Natural meadows are vulnerable, unstable habitats. Intensively
used meadows lose their diversity of vegetation, while the unused
areas become overgrown with shrubs and trees.
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Stulgys yra visuotinai nykstantis Slapiy
pievy gyventojas. Isptudingi $iy pauksciy
turnyrai vyksta sutemose, o tuoktuvéms

isismarkavus paukséiy pestynés ir
tarskancios giesmés neslopsta ir saulei
patekéjus.

The great snipe is a globally threatened
species. The bird dwells in humid
meadows. At night the great snipe hold
spectacular tournaments. At the height of
their courtship rituals, the bird scuffling
and clatter continue until well after dawn.




Gan tylia stulgio tuoktuviy giesme lydi tam tikras judesiy
ritualas. I$ pradziy paukstis susigiZes tarskia, véliau staigiai
plasteli sparnais ir i§skleidZia uodega, o pabaigoje sustingsta
iStempes kakla.

The rather silent song of the great snipe is accompanied by a
certain movement ritual. The bird raises its head, then sharply

unfolds its wings, spreads its tail, stretches its neck, and freezes.

Pieviné lingé kuriasi klampiose pelkése, uzpelkéjusiose eZery ir upiy
pakrantése. Kartais ji apsigyvena apleistuose laukuose. Tinkamose vietose
Salia viena kitos gali peréti kelios poros.

The Montagu’s harrier prefers to live in swamps or marshy banks of rivers and
lakes. Sometimes it dwells in abandoned fields. In some places as many as
several pairs can have nests close to each other.




Dauguma uzliejamy, derlingy paeZeriy, paupiy ir uzpelkéjusiy
pievy buvo numelioruota. Nataralds ir nepazeisti viksvynai

isliko mazai kur, o tai meldiniy nendrinukiy gyvenamos vietos.

Most of the floodplains, fertile lakesides, riverbanks and marshy

meadows have been drained. The natural and undamaged sedge
fields have survived in a small number of places, and they are the
habitat of the aquatic warbler.

Meldiné nendrinuké yra visame pasaulyje spar¢iai nykstanti rasis.

Biebzos nacionaliniame parke $iy pauks¢iy vis dar gausu uzpelkéjusiuose
.

viksvynuose, o Zuvinto rezervate i§likusios vos kelios jy poros.

The aquatic warbler is an endangered species. In Biebrza National Park, these
birds still abound in swampy sedge fields, and only a few pairs live in the
Zuvintas Reserve.




Meldinés nendrinukés giesme dazniau isgirsi pavakario rimtyje, kone i$tisa

<
vasarg. Sie pauks¢iai nesudaro pory, todél patinui nereikia ripintis lizdo
krovimu ir jaunikliy auginimu.

The song of the aquatic warbler can be heard in the afternoon almost all summer.

These birds do not form pairs, so the male does not need to worry about nest
making and caring for the young.

Raudongalvé sniegena yra meldinés nendrinukés kaimyné, kuria
aptiksi krimais uZauganciose pievose. Baigiantis geguzei jau
galima isgirsti trumpa, nuolat pasikartojancia sniegenos giesme.

The common rosefinch is a neighbor of the aquatic warbler, and
can be encountered in meadows that tend to overgrow with shrubs.
At the end of May one can already hear the short and repetitive
song of the rosefinch.
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Pavasarj tetervinus gali daznai i$vysti pamiskiy pievose, kur jie renkasi
1 tuoktuviy turnyrus. Pasibaigus rytmecio kovoms, jie ¢ia dar kurj laika
pasilieka karkly ir berzy lapy paskabyti.

In the spring, the black grouse can often be spotted in the meadows bordering with
forests where they gather for their courtship tournaments. Once the fights are over,
they linger for a while to nibble on willow and birch leaves.

Zaliasis pasléptagalvis vasara aptinkamas pievose ant jvairiy
géliy Ziedy. Tai lapgrauziy Seimos vabalas, i$siskiriantis
ZaiZaruojanciu $arvuotu apdaru. Vabalai ir lervos minta
augaly lapais.

In the summer the beetle species Cryptocephalus sericceus can be
found in meadows on a variety of flowers. This beetle belongs to
the family of leaf beetles and sports a shimmering armor. Beetles
and larvae feed on leaves.




Geltonasis ziedvoris pasizymi gebéjimu keisti spalva,

vadinamaja mimikrija, nes jo patelé ant geltono ziedo
biina geltona, o ant balto balta. Tai padeda medzioti Ziedus

lankancias bites ir vapsvas.

The goldenrod crab spider is characterized by the ability to change
its color, because its female looks yellow on a yellow flower and
white on a white one. This helps to hunt bees and wasps.

Spalvingi juodosios tiibés Ziedynai vilioja vabzdZius. Jos Ziedai neturi
nektaro, bet kuokeliy plaukeliy sultyse yra cukraus ir kity maisto
medziagy, kurios masina vabzdzius, apdulkinanc¢ius Ziedus.

The bright flowers of the black mullein attract insects. Its blooms do not have
nectar, but the juice of its stamens contains sugar and other nutrients that
attract pollinating insects.
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Ciobrelinis auksinukas aptinkamas sausose, gerai saulés
i$ildomose pamiskiy ir tarpumiskiy pievutése. Jis mégsta lankyti
smeélio kalvy Slaituose suzélusius ¢iobreliy sazalynus.

The purple-shot copper is found in dry and warm meadows on

forest outskirts. It is especially fond of thyme growing on the
sandy hill slopes.

%
Sakotasis $iaudenis mégsta kalkingus dirvoZemius, atvirus, gerai saulés
apsviestus $laitus ar $iek tiek pavésingas pamiskes. Jis Zydi palaipsniui, nuo
ziedyno apacios, todél Zydéjimas ilgai uztrunka.

The St. Bernard’s lily is fond of calcareous soils, open, well-sun-lit slopes and
shadowy wood outskirts. It blooms gradually, starting from the bottom of the
inflorescence, so the blooming period is quite long.




Geguzés ménesj Skroblaus slénis
pasidabina lieknyjy plukiy Ziedynais.
Jos pazymi kadaise telitiskavusio
senovinio eZero pakrantés linija su
sligsanciomis derlingomis kalkiy
nuogulomis.

In May, the valley of the Skroblus River
becomes adorned with flowers of the

snowdrop anemone. They mark the outline

of the ancient lakeshore with fertile lime
deposits.
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Zaliaakiai melsviai daznesni sausose smélio pievose,

virzynuose. Tadiau $is patinuky pulkelis susispieté prie ezZerélio
pakrastyje augancios pelkinés sidabrazolés Ziedyno.

The northern blue are more common in dry sandy meadows, and in
heaths. However, this flock of male butterflies has gathered by the
flower of the marsh cinquefoil, growing along the edge of the lake.

Melsvasis gencijonas auga sausose ganomose ir §ienaujamose pievose,
kalvy $laituose. Nustojus akininkauti, tokios vietovés uzauga kriimais bei
medziais, auk$tomis Zolémis, ir gencijonas nunyksta.

The star gentian grows in dry pastures and on slopes of hills. When the farming
stops, such areas become overgrown with shrubs, trees, high grass thus creating
unfavorable conditions for the gentian.




Derlingose, azoto prisotintose ir atvirose vietovése siauralapis gaurometis gali
suformuoti didelius saZalynus. Gausiai Zydintys gauromeciai vilioja jvairius
vabzdZius, nes jy Ziedai i$skiria daug nektaro.

In fertile and open areas, rich in nitrogen, the fireweed can form large
colonies. Copiously blooming fireweed attracts a variety of insects, as its
flowers are full of nectar.
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Pladialapé gegliné prazysta anksc¢iau uz visas kitas gegtines.
Kresnas augalas paplites Sienaujamose pievose, smélynais
tekan¢iy upiy salpose, taciau dél buveiniy uzaugimo nyksta.

The spotted orchid is common in pastures and floodplains.
The plant begins to bloom earlier than all other orchids. It’s
population is declining due to the overgrowth of its habitats.



BirZelio ménesj drégnos puveningos

pievos nusidaZo rausvai violetine
spalva — praZysta SilkaZiedés gaisrenos.
Tadiau jos Zydi trumpai, todél bités,
drugiai, Ziedmusés ir kiti vabzdZiai turi
paskubéti.

In June, the ragged robbin bursts into
bloom and the wet meadows turn purple.
However, their blooming period is short,
so bees, butterflies, flower flies and other
insects need to hurry.




Admirolas atkeliauja i§ Piety Europos ir Afrikos. Kiausinélius
jis deda ir viksrai vystosi ant dilgéliy lapy. Vasarai baigiantis
ju pagauséja, nes | masy krasta atskrenda migrantai i$ Siauriau
esandiy Saliy.

The red admiral comes from southern Europe and Africa. It lays its
egygs on nettle leaves. At the end of summer, the butterfly suddenly

increases in number, as the local population is supplemented by
migrants from our northern neighbors.

Pempé yra budinga $lapiy pievy, lauky, uzZmirkusiy dauby ir pelkiy
gyventoja. Taciau $iuo metu ji sparciai nyksta. Pempé minta jvairiais
bestuburiais — moliuskais, apsiuvomis, ypa¢ daznai sliekais.

The lapwing is a typical inhabitant of wet meadows, fields, hollows and
swamps. At the moment it is a near-threatened species. The lapwing feeds
on various invertebrates — mollusks, caddisflies, and earthworms.




Geltonoji kielé yra neatskiriama pla¢iy lanky, pievy, kriimais apaugusiy lauky
dalis. Ten ji cieksi nut@pusi ant aukstesniy Zolyny, krimy ar kuoly, plazdena
ore ar bégioja tankiuose Zolynuose.

The western yellow wagtail is inseparable from flood-meadows and bush-
covered fields. There it cheeps, flutters, and runs on the thick grass.

Placios Bebros uzliejamos lankos pilnos varliy, Ziogy, skééiy,
moliusky, pelény ir kitokio gério. I$ visos apylinkeés baltieji
gandrai renkasi ¢ia puotauti ir neretai uZsibiina visg dieng.

The wide floodplains of the Biebrza River are full of frogs,
grasshoppers, mollusks, voles and other good things, so white
storks gather here and often spend the whole day feasting.




Paprastasis vapsvavoris apdaro spalvomis panasus i vapsva ar
SirSe, todél nedaugelis ryZtasi ji uZpulti. Voras drasiai ir atvirai
isikuria nunerto tinklo viduryje, kur likuriuoja aukos.

The wasp-spider looks similar to a wasp, so few decide to hunt it.
The spider settles in the middle of its web and waits for the victim.

Derlingose, per potvynius vandens semiamose pievose ilgainiui jsigali
geltonieji vilkdalgiai. Augaly lapus dengia vaskiné apnasa, kuri apsaugo
juos nuo sausros nusliigus vandeniui.

The yellow iris quickly spreads in fertile floodplains. The plant’s leaves
have a waxy coating, which protects them from drought when the levels of
water go down.
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LIETUVOS ORNITOLOGY
DRAUGIJA (LOD)

Lietuvos ornitology draugija (LOD) yra nevyriausybiné nariy organizacija,
vienijanti gamtos apsaugai neabejingus Lietuvos Zmones, kurie globoja

ir stebi paukscius bei jy aplinka, rapinasi jos i§saugojimu ir visuomenés
ekologiniu Svietimu, o taip pat pilietiSkai dalyvauja formuojant aplinkos ir
biologinés jvairovés apsaugos politika. Nuo 1994 mety LOD maisy $alyje
atstovauja tarptautine gamtosaugine organizacija ,,Birdlife International®,
kuri vienija daugiau nei 100 pasaulio $aliy partnerius, besirtpinancius

paukséiy ir jy gyvenamosios aplinkos apsauga.

Mes tikime, kad bendromis miisy pastangomis, Ziniomis ir patirtimi,
pasieksime, jog pauks¢iy ir visos mus supancios gyvosios gamtos apsauga

bus efektyvesné, o jos buklé gerés.

Mes dirbame pauks¢iams ir monéms!

LITHUANIAN ORNITHOLOGICAL
SOCIETY (LOD)

Lithuanian Ornithological Society seeks to conserve all bird species in
Lithuania by protecting their habitats and, through this, to work for the
world’s biological diversity and the sustainability of human use of natural
resources including climate change issue. Society works with more than
500 members, including politicians, scientists, students, birdwatchers and
general public, while organizing public awareness campaigns, dealing with
related legislation endorsement and implementation issues.

The Lithuanian Ornithological Society is the largest NGO in Lithuania,
dealing with nature conservion. It has a unique position in promoting the
results of reserve management to the Government and general public in
Lithuania. From 1994 society is affiliate member of the largest green-route

non-governmental organization — Birdlife International.

More information on www.birdlife.lt



